HISTORIC PRESERV ATIO N COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
Ja nu ar y 8 , 20 2 0 // 5: 45 p .m . / / F ir st Fl oo r Con fe r en ce R oom
30 1 W a lnut St re et , W i ndso r , CO 8 05 5 0

AG END A
A.

CALL TO ORDER
1. Roll Call
2. Review of Agenda by the Board and Addition of Items of New Business to
the Agenda for Consideration by the Board

B.

CONSENT CALENDAR
1. Approval of the minutes of October 9, 2019

C.

BOARD ACTION

D.

COMMUNICATIONS
1. Communications from the Historic Preservation Commission
2. Communications from Town Board liaison
3. Communications from staff

E.

ADJOURN

Applicants may discuss the requests and the recommendations with staff during normal
business hours of 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, except holidays. For the
convenience of the applicants, appointments are recommended.

Upcoming Meeting Dates*

Wednesday, January 8, 2020
Wednesday, January 8, 2020
Wednesday, April 8, 2020
Wednesday, July 8, 2020

5:45 P.M.
6:00 P.M.
5:45 P.M.
5:45 P.M.

Regular HPC Meeting
HPC Work Session
Regular HPC Meeting
Regular HPC Meeting

The Town of Windsor will make reasonable accommodations for access to town services, programs,
and activities, and will make special communication arrangements for persons with disabilities.
Please call 970-674-2400 by noon on the day prior to the meeting to make arrangements.

Wednesday, October 14, 2020

*

5:45 P.M.

Regular HPC Meeting

May not include any Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) work sessions which
may be requested and may also be scheduled for these dates. Regular meeting
dates may be changed to a work session at the discretion of the Chair when no action
items are present.

Note: Special meeting dates or events may be scheduled at regular HPC meetings.
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING
October 10, 2019, 5:45 P.M.
1st Floor Conference Room
The Town of Windsor will make reasonable accommodations for access to Town services, programs, and activities and will
make special communication arrangements for persons with disabilities. Please call (970) 674-2400 by noon on the Monday
prior to the meeting to make arrangements.

MINUTES
A. CALL TO ORDER
Ms. Zuckweiler called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm
1. Roll Call
Board members in attendance:
Jean Zuckweiler
Ruth Brunner
Autumn Aspen
Ron Steinbach

Absent:

Also in attendance:

Alicia Ready

Paul Hornbeck, Senior Planner
Myles Baker, Town Board liaison

2. Review of Agenda by the Board and Addition of Items of New Business to the Agenda for
Consideration by the Board.
There were no changes to the agenda.
B. CONSENT CALENDAR
1. Approval of the August 14, 2019 minutes.
C. BOARD ACTION
D. COMMUNICATIONS
1. Communications from the Historic Preservation Commission – none.
2. Communications from Town Board liaison - Mr. Baker gave an update on Town Board issues. He
informed the board the funding for the creamery building restoration and reprogramming was
not approved.
3. Communications from staff – Mr. Hornbeck provided an overview of the CLG Annual Report.

Minutes
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E. ADJOURN
Upon a motion duly made, the meeting was adjourned at 6:15 p.m.

____________________________
Paul Hornbeck, Senior Planner

HISTORIC PRESERV ATIO N COMMISSION
WORK SESSION
Ja nu ar y 8 , 20 2 0 // 6: 00 p .m . / / F ir st Fl oo r Con fe r en ce R oom
30 1 W a lnut St re et , W i ndso r , CO 8 05 5 0

AG END A
1. Windsor Lake Sign Project

The Town of Windsor will make reasonable accommodations for access to town services, programs,
and activities, and will make special communication arrangements for persons with disabilities.
Please call 970-674-2400 by noon on the day prior to the meeting to make arrangements.

MEMORANDUM
Dat e:
T o:
Fro m:
Ite m #:

Ja nu ar y 8 , 20 2 0
Hi st o ri c P r e se rv at ion Co mm is si on
P aul H or nb ec k, Se nio r P la nn er
1

W ind so r L a ke Si gn P roj e ct
Please review the two enclosed boards displaying proposed sign content for further discussion.
Additional pictures that could be used are included on a separate page. The Town’s GIS
department will be creating a map for one of the boards and the Communications Department will
be helping “pretty up” the signs once we’ve finalized desired content.

From Buffalo Wallow to Windsor Lake

Photo from Library of Congress

Legend has it that this geologic low spot was once a
Buffalo wallow, similar to the one depicted, which
drew Utes, Arapahos, and Cheyenne people, and likely
others through time, to the area for seasonal hunting.
Settlers began arriving in 1860s(?) from eastern states
and territories and found a need to harness water from
the Podure River for more consistent supply. Canals
were built to bring water to farms and the buffalo
wallow was expanded into what is now Windsor Lake.

In the 1880s, with a reliable source of water from
Windsor Lake and a rail connection to Denver, a
thriving seasonal industry developed. During winter,
ice was shipped to Denver by the Union Pacific
railroad for use in the railroad’s refrigerated box cars
and also sold to local icehouses. As the Fort Collins
Courier noted in January 1891: “Everybody in town
and country is cutting and hauling ice. No danger of an
ice famine this year. Lake Hollister is alive with men
these days, sawing the congealed waters of the lake
into blocks ready for hauling, and teams are coming
and going all the time.”

As the ice business become obsolete due to mechanical
ice makers, a new business venture appeared on
Windsor Lake. A fledgeling resort began operation in
1902 with a fleet of fishing boats available to rent for
25 cents per hour. An opera house was built along with
bathhouses, piers, and sports fields that lined the
southern shore of the lake. The resort was short lived
though, closing within a few years.

Water History

Insert map here

Digging the Greeley #3 Ditch
Ralph L. Parshall Collection, Water Resources Archive, Colorado State Univseity

The Greeley #2 Ditch, completed in 1871, originates
at the Poudre River 4.5 miles upstream of here. The
ditch was one of the first in Colorado to irrigate land
above river bottomlands by diverting water far
upstream. The ditch was originally 24 miles long
and irrigated 45,000 acres of land.
Until the mid 2000s, this inlet structure controlled
the flow from the ditch Ditch of water into and out
of Windsor Lake.

Two men stand on opposite sides of an irrigation ditch in a wheat field on Ben Rienks's farm

The Summer of 1874 was hot and dry and ditches supplying water to the area were running low. It
was determined that Fort Collins farmers wher the Whitney Schoolhouse in the Windsor area.
Attendees, reportedly armed, staked out their positions, with Greeley farmers arguing they had first
right to the water since they were the first to divert the water. Fort Collins agreed to release some
water but Greeley leaders remained concerned. They subsequently fought to include the “first in
right, first in time” principle into the Colorado Constitution in 1876, which remains the water
appropriation doctrine to this day.

