
 
  

The Town of Windsor will make reasonable accommodations for access to town services, programs,  
and activities, and will make special communication arrangements for persons with disabilities.  

Please call 970-674-2400 by noon on the day prior to the meeting to make arrangements. 

 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION  
REGULAR MEETING 
August 12, 2020 / /   5:45 p.m. / /   See Virtual Meeting Information Below 

NOTE:  This meeting will be held virtually 

If you wish to provide public comments on public hearing items, please email 
written comments to: planning@windsorgov.com by 5:00 PM, August 12, 2020, or 

join virtually: 

Register in advance for this meeting:  
https://windsorgov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_GtONX3wwRM-Su1yFrW4pKg 
 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information  
about joining the webinar. 

 
 

AGENDA 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER 
1. Roll Call 
2. Review of Agenda by the Board and Addition of Items of New Business to 

the Agenda for Consideration by the Board 
 

B. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

C. BOARD ACTION  
1. Public Hearing – Designation of the Halfway House – 33327 WCR 15 – 

as a Historic Landmark  
2. Recommendation to Town Board - Designation of the Halfway House – 

33327 WCR 15 – as a Historic Landmark Communications from Town 
Board liaison 
 

D. COMMUNICATIONS 
1. Communications from the Historic Preservation Commission 
2. Communications from Town Board liaison 
3. Communications from staff –  

mailto:planning@windsorgov.com
https://windsorgov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_GtONX3wwRM-Su1yFrW4pKg
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i. Additional meeting date(s) 
ii. Outreach to eligible properties regarding designation  

 
 

E. ADJOURN 

 
Applicants may discuss the requests and the recommendations with staff during normal 
business hours of 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, except holidays.  For the 
convenience of the applicants, appointments are recommended. 
 

 
Upcoming Meeting Dates* 

 
 
Wednesday, August 12, 2020 5:45 P.M. Regular HPC Meeting 
Wednesday, October 14, 2020 5:45 P.M. Regular HPC Meeting 
 
 
* May not include any Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) work sessions which 

may be requested and may also be scheduled for these dates.  Regular meeting 
dates may be changed to a work session at the discretion of the Chair when no action 
items are present. 

 
Note: Special meeting dates or events may be scheduled at regular HPC meetings. 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
Date:  August 12, 2020 
To:  Historic Preservation Commission 
From:  Paul Hornbeck, Senior Planner  
Re: Public Hearing and Recommendation to Town Board – Designation of 

the Halfway House – 33327 WCR 15– as a Historic Landmark  
I tems #: C.1 -  C.2 
 
 
Background /  Discussion 
Ms. Laura Browarny, Culture Supervisor with the Parks, Recreation, and Culture Department, has 
submitted a nomination on behalf of the Town of Windsor to designate the Halfway House as a historic 
landmark.  Located at 33327 Weld County Road 15 on what’s now known as the Jacoby Farm, the 
Halfway House was originally built in 1873 by Leonard John Hilton.  It’s believed to be Windsor’s oldest 
building, built nine years before the town was established.  Called the Halfway House due to its location 
approximately halfway on the between Greeley and Laporte on the Overland Trail, the Halfway House 
served as an inn, saloon, and post office in its early years.   
 
For additional background information and history please refer to enclosed materials.   
 
Criteria for Designation:  
Proposed Landmarks must be at least fifty (50) years old and meet one (1) or more of the criteria for 
architectural, social, or geographical/environmental significance hereinafter described. A landmark could 
be exempt from the age standard if it is found to be exceptionally important in other significant criteria. 
 

Architectural  
a. Exemplifies specific elements of an architectural style or period.  

 
Staff Comment: N/A 
 

b. Example of the work of an architect or builder who is recognized for expertise nationally 
statewide, regionally or locally.  
 
Staff Comment: N/A  
 

c. Demonstrates superior craftsmanship or high artistic value.  
 
Staff Comment: N/A 
 

d. Represents an innovation in construction, materials or design.  
 
Staff Comment: N/A  
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e. Pattern or grouping of elements representing at least one (1) of the above criteria.  

 
Staff Comment: N/A  
 

f. Significant historic remodel.  
 
Staff Comment: N/A  
 

Social  
a. Site of historical event that had an effect upon society.  

 
Staff Comment: N/A  
 

b. Exemplifies cultural, political, economic or social heritage of the community.  
 
Staff Comment:  
The Halfway House exemplifies the cultural, economic, and social heritage of the community.  
As the first permanent structure built in what is now Windsor, the building is significant in 
demonstrating the history of westward expansion and the founding of Windsor.  It survived 
the advent of agriculture in Windsor and housed farmers and their families for years and now 
serves as a reminder of Windsor’s early days.   
 

c. An association with a notable person or the work of a notable person.  
 
Staff Comment:  
The Halfway House is associated with notable families that were critical to the early 
development of Windsor as an agricultural community.  John Hilton was a Civil War veteran 
who appears to have first arrived in Colorado in 1869 and raised livestock.  He was elected 
Justice of Peace for Weld County in 1871 and built the Halfway House in 1873, seeing the 
economic potential of serving travelers between Fort Collins and Greeley.  He successfully 
petitioned to open the first post office in the Windsor area at the Halfway House, serving 
around 30 families in the surrounding area from 1873-1875. Hilton later sold the Halfway 
House and became a prominent attorney in Fort Collins.   
 
Julius Weller was the first legal owner of the Halfway House, having been granted 
homesteading rights to the surrounding 160 acres of farmland in 1875.  He continued to 
operate the Halfway House as an inn.  His son, 16 year old Fred Weller, opened a mercantile 
business in 1884 that soon merged with a general store.  Early customers included key 
historic figures Edward Hollister and Governor Benjamin Eaton.  After Julius Weller’s death in 
1889, the Halfway House and farm was left to Fred Weller, who soon traded the farm to his 
business partner Robert S. Dickey.  Fred went on to become a prominent business man in 
Windsor and Eaton, Colorado. Fred was one of the petitioners in 1890 to incorporate Windsor 
as a town, served as a trustee on the first Windsor Town Board, and was the Town Clerk 
from 1890 to May 1896.  
 
Robert S. Dickey, in addition to being partners with Fred Weller in operating one of the early 
stores in Windsor, the Weller-Cobbs Merchandise Company, was a farmer, one of the first 
teachers in Windsor and later became the Superintendent of Schools. 
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Jacob Henry Jacoby, Sr. immigrated to Windsor in 1910 with his family.  He worked for a time 
at the Great Western Sugar Company mill in Windsor, as did many other Volga Germans, 
and the Jacoby family was one of the immigrant families that the Dickey family hired to help 
them farm their land. Germans from Russia, or Volga Germans, originally came from 
Germany. During the eighteenth century, Catherine the Great and her grandson Alexander I 
invited Germans to settle rich farm lands along Russia’s Volga River. Political turmoil in 
Russia at the end of the nineteenth century motivated thousands of Volga Germans to 
immigrate to the United States, where they settled on the plains of Kansas, Colorado, and the 
Dakotas. 

 
Geographic/Environmental  
a. Enhances sense of identity of the community.  

 
Staff Comment: N/A  
 

b. An established and familiar natural setting or visual feature of the community.  
 
Staff Comment: N/A  

 
The physical integrity of the proposed landmarks will also be evaluated using the following 
criteria (a property need not meet all of the following criteria):  
 

a. Shows character, interest or value as part of the development, heritage or cultural 
characteristics of the community, region, State or nation.  
 
Staff Comment:  
The Halfway House is directly associated with development and heritage of the Windsor 
community and northern Colorado as outlined in sections above.  
 

b. Retains original design features, materials and/or character.  
 
Staff Comment: The structure has retained many original design features and materials. 
Some original materials have been covered; however, removal of non-contributing materials 
will reveal the original character of the building.   
 

c. Original location or same historic context after having being moved. 
 
Staff Comment: The Halfway House may have been moved a few hundred feet at some point 
in its history but it retains its historic context as halfway between Fort Collins and Greeley 
along the Overland Trail route.   

 
d. Has been accurately reconstructed or restored based on documentation. 

 
Staff Comment: This section is not applicable at present.  Work may be needed to restore the 
structure and will need to be done following the Secretary of Interiors Standards. 
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Notif icat ions 
Notifications for this public hearing were as follows:  

• July 28, 2020 – public notice published on Town website  
• June 30, 2020 – sign posted on site   
• July 31, 2020 – display ad published in the newspaper 

 
 

Recommendation 
Staff recommends that the Historic Preservation Commission forward to Town Board a recommendation 
of approval of the Designation of the Halfway House as a Local Landmark based on the finding of fact 
that the Halfway House meets the following criteria for designation: 

1. Exemplifies the cultural, economic and social heritage of the community. 
2. Is associated with various notable people. 

 
 

Attachments 
Application  
Windsor's Oldest Building: The 1873 Halfway House and the Four Families Who Lived There 
 
 
 
copy: Laura Browarny, Culture Supervisor 
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Executive Summary 
 

 Windsor's oldest building, the 134-year-old Halfway House, is a small, two-room 
wooden building built with square, hand-made nails on what is now known as the Jacoby Farm  
along Weld County Road 15. It was the only house for miles around when it was built in 1873 by 
John Hilton, nine years before the town of Windsor was established, along the Overland Trail 
wagon road linking Greeley and Fort Collins. During its first few years, the Halfway House was 
operated as an inn, saloon, and post office, and the area was known as Hiltonville. The trip by 
wagon between Greeley and Fort Collins took all day in the 1870s, and the Halfway House 
became a popular stopping point half-way between the two towns. The Overland Stage that had 
once operated along the wagon road next to the Halfway House had stopped running a few years 
before the Halfway House was built, but a mail and passenger stage line continued to operate 
along the road until at least 1882 when the Great Salt Lake & Pacific Railroad was completed 
between Greeley and Fort Collins. 
 John Hilton, a Civil War veteran from Wisconsin who had been shot in both legs and lost 
all of his teeth during the war because of scurvy, did not legally own the land on which he built 
the Halfway House. Beginning in November 1875, the 160-acre parcel that later became the 
Jacoby Farm was homesteaded by Julius Weller, who owned it for 13 years, and the place 
became known as Weller's. In his homestead affidavit, Julius Weller testified that improvements 
to the 160-acre property included a 16 x 28 foot frame 1-1/2 story dwelling with five rooms, a 
barn and corral, and 50 fruit trees and 100 forest trees. Mr. Weller and his wife Margaretha, 
along with their son Frederick and adopted daughter Lydia, raised wheat, corn, oats and potatoes 
on the farm and continued to operate the Halfway House as an inn until the railroad was 
completed in 1882. Margaretha was the first person buried in Windsor's cemetery. 
 Julius Weller died in August 1888, and his son Fred traded the 160-acre farm in 1889 to 
his friend and business partner Robert S. Dickey. Five years earlier, in the spring of 1884, 16-
year-old Fred L. Weller and R. S. Dickey had started one of the first businesses in Windsor, a 
General Store under the firm name of Cobbs & Weller, which later became the Weller-Cobbs 
Merchandise Company and Weller, Laybourne & Company. R. S. Dickey, who was one of the 
first teachers in Windsor and later became the Superintendent of Schools, interspersed teaching 
and farming for several decades, and had purchased more than 440 acres of farmland by 1945, 
including the "home farm" on which the Halfway House still stands. He died in June 1953 at the 
age of 93. Mr. Dickey recalled that when he bought the farm in 1889, the Halfway House was "a 
two-story structure, with a lean-to kitchen. Weather boarding of the main building stood vertical. 
The kitchen was converted into a store room which still stands in the farm yard". R. S. Dickey 
married Nancy Ella Smith in 1893 after he had traded his interest in the mercantile business for 
the farm, and their children Gladys and Donald were born in the Halfway House in 1894 and 
1900, respectively, before their new farmhouse was built in 1905. Mr. Dickey rented out the 
different farm parcels that he had purchased to various immigrant families, including the 
Jacoby's and Eichorn's. The Dickey family owned the farm for more than 70 years. 
 Jacob Henry "Old Jake" Jacoby, Sr. immigrated to Windsor in 1910 with his wife Mary 
Katherine and his infant son Jacob Jr. "Young Jake" from the village of Doenhof, in the Volga 
region of Russia. He worked for a time at the Great Western Sugar Company mill in Windsor, as 
did many other Germans-from-Russia, and the Jacoby family was one of the immigrant families 
that the Dickey family hired to help them farm the land. After R. S. Dickey's death, his daughter 



and grandsons gave the farm to the Jacoby family in gratitude for their many years of friendship 
and assistance. Norman E. Jacoby, Jake Jacoby's son, raised sugar beets and other crops on the 
160-acre parcel where the Halfway House still stands before it was sold to the Windsor Land 
Company. Norman died in 1995, and his widow, Margaret Babcock, has a life estate on the 
remaining two-acre Jacoby Farm property where the Halfway House and the 1905 farmhouse 
still stand. The farmhouse and other buildings will eventually become a cultural and historical 
park where the Town of Windsor will tell the story of "Old Agricultural Windsor". 

 

John Hilton - The Builder and First Occupant 
 
 

ived 

l 

y. 

In the mid-1860s, as the Civil War was being fought in the East, before the towns of 
Greeley and Fort Collins existed, and before the railroads were built across the country, a dirt 
wagon road that was part of the Overland Trail connected the frontier towns of Latham (now part 
of Greeley) and La Porte (northwest of Fort Collins). The first government land survey of the 
area that is now Windsor, Colorado, dated November 20, 1863, shows a wagon road along the 
north shore of the Cache la Poudre River that went directly across the parcel that is now known 
as the Jacoby Farm1. A more detailed map of Township 6 North, Range 67 West published on 
December 13, 1864 shows the wagon road going directly through the location where the 
Halfway House was later built in 18732. 
 Indian raids on the northern (Wyoming) route of the Overland Stage Line owned by 
Benjamin Holladay caused him to redirect the stagecoach route in 1862 to this Latham-La Porte 
section, which became the main route during 1863-1864. The General Land Office survey in 
October 1864 shows the nearest stagecoach station in the center of Section 21, T7N, R68W 
where Box Elder Creek meets the Poudre River (known then as the Sherwood Ranch swing 
station; near where the railroad crosses the present-day I-25 freeway, several miles northwest of 
the Jacoby farmhouse). Holladay sold his Overland Stage Line to Wells Fargo in 1866, and 
travel by stage became less common as railroads began to connect cities across the west. 
However, stage lines operated by several different companies continued to carry mail and 
passengers along the road next to the Halfway House until at least 
18823. The Greeley & Fort Collins Stage Line left Greeley every 
morning except Sunday at 8 a.m. beginning in April 1874, and then 
later carried mail and passengers from Greeley to Fort Collins three 
days a week, and in the other direction on the other three days4. 
 John Hilton, whose legal name was Leonard John Hilton, 
was born in Foxboro, Ontario, Canada on March 27, 18445. He l
in Wisconsin and fought in the Civil War with Company B of the 
7th Infantry of Wisconsin Volunteers. In his application for a Civi
War pension, he said that during the war he had been shot in both 
legs, lost much of his hearing, and lost his teeth because of scurv
He fought in the Battles of the Wilderness (May 5-7, 1864), 
Spottsylvania (May 8-12), Spottsylvania Courthouse (May 12-
21), Cold Harbor (June 1-12), Siege of Petersburg (June 16, 1864 
to April 2, 1865), Weldon Railroad (August 18-21, 1864), 
Hatcher's Run (February 5-7, 1865), and Appomattox Courthouse 
(April 9, 1865). Hilton was wounded in the Battles of the 

Leonard John Hilton built the 
Halfway House in 1873, and later 
became an attorney and real 
estate broker in Fort Collins. 
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Wilderness and at Weldon Railroad. After coming to Weld County, Colorado about 1869, he 
became a "stock raiser" in 1870, was elected Justice of the Peace for Weld County in 1871, and 
built the Halfway House in 1873. 
 John L. Hilton first appeared in Colorado records in 1869 when he was listed in the tax 
assessment roll for Weld County. He was taxed on $430 worth of personal property only, and did 
not own any real estate at the time6. In the summer of 1870 he and his family were listed in the 
1870 census7 for Greeley (the nearest post office), Weld County, Colorado: John Heltin, age 25, 
occupation Stock Raiser, born in Canada; wife Margaret, age 28, keeping house, born in Ireland; 
and son Harvey, age 3, born in Wisconsin. In the 1870 census, he claimed that his real estate was 
valued at $400, and his personal property was valued at $900. On September 13, 1870, he was 
elected as Justice of the Peace for Weld County, and on November 20, 1870 in a court record 
titled "Official Bond of Leonard J. Hilton" (Weld County Deed Book 2M, page 225), he posted a 
bond for $2,000 in which he swore that he would "well and truly perform the duties of Justice of 
the Peace during his continuance in office, and shall pay over all moneys that may come into his 
hands by virtue thereof, and shall hand over all books, papers and other things belonging to said 
office to his successor". He signed his name John Hilton8. 
 The next record for John Hilton is in 1873, when he built the Halfway House inn half-
way along the wagon road between Greeley and La Porte (this was before Fort Collins became a 
town)9, and successfully petitioned the U.S. Postal Service to establish a post office at the site he 
named Hiltonville10. Hilton did not legally own the land on which he built the Halfway House, as 
the parcel was later homesteaded by Julius Weller and deeded to him from the "People of the 
Territory". The Greeley #2 irrigation ditch had been constructed in the Fall of 1870 and Spring of 
1871 (and later enlarged twice) about 30 yards south of where he built the Halfway House, but 
there was no other house or building in the valley according to historical reports11. The 
Hiltonville Post Office operated for two years from September 1873 until September 24, 1875, 
with Hilton as its first Postmaster. In his petition, he said that the post office would serve 30 
families in the valley, with an estimated 100 local residents. In 1875, the Post Office was moved 
to Wheatland, two miles to the west on the Larimer - Weld County line. 

 In October 1874, Hilton apparently sold his 
rights to the Halfway House to a man named James J. 
Ganat, who occupied it for about a year. An article in 
the Fort Collins Standard, dated October 21, 1874, 
said that "From a batch of interesting intelligence in 
the Colorado Sun we take the following: A man by 
the name of Genett, lately from California with a 
large herd of horses, has bought the Half Way House 
between here and Collins, and has established himself 
for the winter. We understand that Mr. Hilton, the 
former proprietor, intends spending the winter in 
Greeley". Weld County land records (Book 14, page 
32) show that on December 2, 1875, James J. Ganat, 
Grantor, in return for $400, signed a Quitclaim Deed 
to Julius Weller, Grantee, for the East 1/2 of the 

NE1/4 and East 1/2 of the SE1/4, Section 18, T6N, 
R67W "including thereby to include the property 

w  

 

On June 24, 1874, John L. Hilton sent this 
article to the Fort Collins Standard 

newspaper that he entitled "A Card", in 
hich he mentions his saloon at Hiltonville.
3



known as the half way house". No other record for James Ganat or Genett can be found. 
 After selling his interests in the Halfway House, John Hilton moved with his wife and 
four children to Fort Collins in 1875 where he became an attorney and real estate broker. He  
then took his family to Iowa and finished his law studies, before returning to Fort Collins12. On 
May 8, 1879, Hilton and his new business partner James W. Norvell published an advertisement 
in the Fort Collins Courier where he gave his name as L. J. Hilton: "Norvell & Hilton, Attorneys 
and Counselors at Law, Will practice in all of the courts of the State and United States, examine 
titles, negotiate sales of real estate, manage contests before the U. S. Land Office, make 
collections and give prompt attention to all legal business entrusted to them. Office on Linden 
Street, Fort Collins, Colo." In the 1880 census, Hilton and his first wife were living in Fort 
Collins: "Leonard J. Hiltan, 35, born Canada, occupation: lawyer; wife Margaret, 37, born 
Ireland; son Harvey 13, born Wisconsin; daughter Laura 8, born CO; daughter Lillie M. 4, born 
Iowa; daughter Ella, 6 months, born Colorado; and Katie L. Bray, 22, housekeeper, born 
Wisconsin13. In the early 1880s, he "engaged actively and successfully in the prosecution of 
cattle rustlers", which brought him into contact with Judge E. A. Ballard, with whom he formed 
a law partnership12. 
 Hilton was married three times, and met a bad end. His first wife Margaret divorced him 
in 1886 in Fort Collins, and in 1891 he married Lizzie A. Hilton. She divorced him in 1908 and 
he moved to Denver. He married his third wife Frances in 1909, but left her in 1911. On October 
8, 1912, he was hit by a street car in Denver and died of traumatic pneumonia with four fractured 
ribs5. He is buried in Riverside Cemetery in Denver. 

Julius Weller - Homesteader and First Legal Owner 
 
 Edward Julius Weller was born in March 1834 in 
Saxony, which is now in the easternmost part of Germany 
bordering Poland. By 1855, Weller and his wife Margaretha 
moved to Wisconsin, and in 1858, while living in Sheboygan, 
Wisconsin, he declared his intent to become a citizen. On M
22, 1865, at the age of 31 and just a few months before the Civi
War ended, he enlisted in the 52nd Regiment of Wisconsin
served 4 months as a private until the war ended. His residence 
at the time he enlisted was Hartford, Wisconsin, which is about
80 miles from where John Hilton lived when he enlisted in the 
7th Infantry of Wisconsin Volunteers in 1863. However, 
Hilton's and Weller's units were never in the same place, and 
although they were both from Wisconsin and served in the Civil
War, there is no indication that the two men knew each other 
before they met at the Halfway House. Julius Weller's cer
of discharge from the Civil War says that he was 5' 3" tall, dark 
complexion with brown hair and brown eyes, and was a 
cabinet maker when he enlisted. His son Frederick was bo
in Hartford, Wisconsin in 1867, and the family came to 
Windsor seven years later in 187414. 

arch 
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tificate 
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 The first record for Julius Weller in Colorado is for 
November 3, 1875 when he filed an affidavit with the Weld 
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Framed picture that was found in the 
old granary at the Halfway House, 
believed to be of Julius Weller. His 
ivil War record said that he was 5'3"
all, with brown hair and brown eyes. 



County Clerk to homestead the East 1/2 of the NE1/4 and East 1/2 of the SE1/4, Section 18, 
T6N, R67W using his Civil War service under the Soldier's and Sailor's Homesteads Act of June 
8, 1872. A week later, he filed Homestead Application No. 3248 at the Colorado Land Office in 
Denver. Weller was later granted legal ownership of the land, with the Grantor being the "People 
of the Territory" and title being granted by President Chester Arthur. The Quitclaim Deed signed 
by James Ganat on December 2, 1875 further proves that Hilton and Ganat never legally owned 
the land and Julius Weller was the first legal owner. 
 

 

1

w  

 
 According to his "Homestead Proof, Testimony of Cl
at the Greeley Courthouse on January 29, 1881, Weller says 
parcel in November 1875, and that improvements to the prop
x 28 ft. 1-1/2 story, 5 rooms, barn and corral; all under fence
forest trees." He said that the house was built in November 1
acres and raised wheat, oats, corn, and potatoes. The barn tha
with wooden pegs and square, hand-made nails, still stands (b
Jacoby farm property and is referred to as the "old granary". 
constructed with square, hand-made nails and hand-hewn lum
 Based on old newspaper accounts, Weller continued t
inn, and the place was known as Weller's15. An article in the 
said that "the effects of the hail storm last Sunday evening w
Peterson reports that R. W. Durkee loses nearly his entire cro
of the half-way house, suffers severely". Shwayder (1992) sa
established a blacksmith shop at Halfway House ca. 1878 du
and Huffsmith up the Cache la Poudre River to Fort Collins16

Postmaster of the Wheatland post office from July 24 until O
had him living in Weld County with his family and three men
53; son Fred 13; daughter Lydia 16; boarder Frank Whitenmi
servant Thomas H. Bates 22. According to Shwayder's 1992 
Weller operated a school at his property in 188117. 
 On January 3, 1881, Julius Weller became a naturaliz
Greeley, Colorado. His certificate shows that he was born in 
weeks later he filed his Homestead Proof - Testimony of Cla
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Weller.  A 1-1/2 story building with vertical 
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ys that "Anthony Edinger 
ring later stage/mail route by Shinn 
. Weller took a job as the 
ctober 1, 1878. The 1880 census 
: Julius Weller 47; wife Margaret 
ller 30; servant John Bates 28; and 
book, "Weld County Old & New", 

ed citizen of the United States at 
the Kingdom of Saxony. Three 
imant at the Greeley Courthouse, 



and President Chester A. Arthur granted him legal title to the 160-acre parcel 15 months later on 
April 20, 1882. 
 The Great Salt Lake and Pacific (GSL&P) Railroad was built in 1882, the year that the 
town of Windsor was established, and the railroad tracks touched the northeastern corner of 
Weller's land. Between May and October 1882, track-layers laid an average of 3/4 mile of track 
per day from Greeley to Fort Collins, and the first train entered Fort Collins from Greeley on 
October 9, 188218. The Windsor train depot was built that year, and Edward Hollister platted the 
town site of Windsor after the railway had been built. 
 On October 8, 1883, J. M. Cobbs, W. J. Woodward, and M. H. Laybourne each invested 
$666.66 in a general store19 in Windsor that was later merged with a mercantile business started 
in the Spring of 1884 by Fred Weller, Julius Weller's 16-year-old son, and R. S. Dickey20. An 
article about the Town of Windsor on the front page of the Greeley Tribune on November 6, 
1902 said that R. S. Dickey and Fred L. Weller built a storeroom in the new townsite of Windsor 
and stocked it with dry goods and men's furnishings. The firm later operated under the names of 
Cobbs & Weller, the Weller-Cobbs Merchandise Company, and Weller, Laybourne & Co. Fred 
also continued to help his father at the farm. The original accounting ledgers from the business 
that were stored in the old granary give the earliest entry as October 8, 1883, and three of the 
customers who had accounts at the store in 1884 were Edward Hollister, Julius Weller, and 
Governor Benjamin Harrison Eaton. 
 The 1885 census for Weld County listed Julius Weller 51, farmer; wife Margaret 58 farm 
hand; and son Fred 18, farm hand. A few months later, on September 14, 1885, Julius' wife 
Margaretha died at the age of 58. She was the first person buried in what is now the Lakeview 
Cemetery in Windsor. Julius Weller died three years later, on August 21, 1888 at the age of 53 
years, and is buried next to her in the Lakeview Cemetery. 
 Julius wrote his will on June 21, 1888, about two 
months before he died. In it, he leaves $100 to the 
Missionary Society of the Evangelical Association of 
North America, located at Cleveland, Ohio. Second, he 
writes "To my adopted daughter Lydia Hoffman, I will, 
devise and bequeath nothing, having already provided all 
for her that in my judgment my duty demands". The 
remainder of his estate he left to his son, Frederick L. 
Weller and his heirs. Weld County records have an entry 
#32719 dated April 27, 1889 (Deed Book 86, page 72) 
where the estate of Julius Weller is granted to his son 
Frederick L. Weller. The deed record includes a transcript 
of his will. 
 Fred Weller traded the 160-acre farm to his friend 
and business partner Robert S. Dickey in 1889, and he 
went on to become a prominent business man in Windsor 
and Eaton, Colorado. Fred Weller was one of the 
petitioners in 1890 to incorporate Windsor as a town, 
served as a trustee on the first Windsor Town Board, and 
was the Town Clerk from 1890 to May 1896. An article 
from 1893 said that his Weller-Cobbs Merchandise 
Company "are dealers in fancy and staple goods, 
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including boots, shoes, clothing, holiday goods, and Yankee notions. They are extensive shippers 
of farm produce and dealers in farm implements, wagons, buggies, etc. They have a large 
assortment of everything that the farmer, the mechanic, and laboring man needs for daily use". 
 Fred Weller moved to Cripple Creek in 1896 where he did business for about a year, but 
in early 1897 he decided to settle in the town of Eaton, Colorado. He worked there first in the dry 
goods department of Goodan and Felton's, and then became the cashier at the First National 
Bank. By 1907 he was also selling insurance, and he served as a Trustee on the Eaton Town 
Council from 1907 to 1911. He died in San Diego, California on February 4, 1915, after being 
taken there 10 days earlier on account of rapidly failing health21. He died at age 47 of dropsy and 
heart valve trouble and is buried in the Eaton Cemetery (his wife and children are buried 
elsewhere). His wife Laura married Arthur Ling a few years after Fred died. His obituary in the 
Poudre Valley newspaper said that "Fred L. Weller was one of the most highly respected men of 
the Windsor and Eaton districts and a host of friends deeply regret his premature death". His 
obituary on the front page of the Eaton Herald on February 12, 1915, describing his funeral, said 
that "The immense concourse which crowded the church, the wealth of flower offerings, the 
draped music rack before where Mr. Weller had stood so many times, the tear dimmed eyes, as 
well as the words spoken by the pastor, all testified to the high esteem in which the departed was 
held". 

Robert S. Dickey and Family 
 
 Robert Smith Dickey was born on January 29, 1860 in Flat Prairie near his family's farm 
at Sparta, Randolph County, Illinois. He was one of seven children born to James Leander 
Dickey and Anna C. Edgar22, 23. The 1880 census for Randolph County, IL lists Robert S. 
Dickey, age 20, working as a farmhand along with his younger brothers Sidney 18 and William 
16, and two younger sisters. He came to Colorado in November 1882 and settled in Windsor, 
Colorado. He was the first teacher at the Windsor school, and the first superintendent of School 
District 4. His younger brother Sidney came to Colorado at about the same time. In the Spring of 
1884, 24-year-old R. S. Dickey and 16-year-old Frederick Weller went into business together 
and opened a general store that later became the Weller-Cobbs Merchandise Company. 
 In 1889, a year after Julius Weller died and left his 160-acre farm to his son Fred (R. S. 
Dickey's young business partner in Windsor), R. S. Dickey traded his interest in the store for the 
Weller farm on which was located a part of the old Halfway House. Mr. Dickey interspersed 
teaching with farming, teaching in Windsor until 1902, and afterwards heading schools in 
Platteville, Severence and Bracewell before returning to Windsor. On July 5, 1893, he married 
Nancy Ella Smith, who also taught at the Windsor school, and after a trip back to the farm in 
Illinois and to visit the World's Fair, they moved out to the farm property and lived in the 
Halfway House for a few years24. Their two children, Gladys and Donald, were both born in the 
Halfway House; Gladys in 1894 and Donald in 1900. In about 1903 they began building the 
farmhouse that still stands on the property, and an article in the Fort Collins Courier on February 
13, 1907 stated that "the modern six-room residence on the R. S. Dickey farm west of town is 
now complete and ready for occupancy". 
 Roy Ray's 1940 book "Highlights in the History of Windsor, Colorado" (page 11) has the 
following about R. S. Dickey's years as a teacher, school principal, businessman, and farmer in 
Windsor: "After teaching the Windsor school four years, he became associated with Fred Weller 
and J. M. Cobbs in the mercantile business, handling dry goods and clothing. Theirs was the 
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second store in town, although about that same time Laybourne and Woodward had a small stock 
of lumber, tools and implements. Returning to the teaching profession, he taught a ten months' 
term at Severance, two years at Bracewell and another two years in Windsor. Having traded his 
interest in the store for the farm on which was located a part of the old Halfway House west of 
Windsor, Mr. Dickey interspersed teaching with farming. For two years he taught the Platteville 
School, but returned to Windsor when offered more money to take charge again. Resuming his 
school work here in the fall of 1900, he gave this district another two years of service, which 
ended about ten weeks before the close of the term in 1902 because of illness in his family - a 
total of eight years as head of the Windsor schools. With the exception of his first year here, he 
was principal, and Miss Felicia Middleton was his first assistant when he became principal. 
Having had a taste of farming at intervals, Mr. Dickey returned to school work only upon urgent 
requests, and has often said that he found he could not afford to teach school". 
 

 
 

R. S. Dickey family in about 1901 (Robert, Gladys, Donald, and Nancy Dickey) 
 
 
 

 
 

Picture of the Dickey farmhouse and old granary, circa 1905.  
The Halfway House is hidden behind the farmhouse and does 

not appear in the photo. 
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The R. S. Dickey and Revilo Reid families on the front porch of the Dickey farmhouse in 1911. Note the 
"farmer's tan" on the foreheads of the men and women. The top row, left to right, is Robert S. Dickey, Revilo 
Reid, Donald Edgar Dickey, Nancy Smith Dickey, and Ms. Reid. The two girls on the steps are the Reid's 
daughter (left) and Gladys Dickey (age 17). The Reid's farm was about a mile northwest of the Dickey farm, 
along the road to Fort Collins. The front door with the etched glass panel that is seen in the background has 
been preserved to this day. The front porch of the farmhouse has since been walled in. 
 
 Roy Ray's book (based on an interview he had with R. S. Dickey, then 80 years old) goes 
on to say, "When Mr. Dickey acquired the historic Halfway farm, he says the Halfway House 
stood squarely on the present north and south highway. It was a two-story structure, with a lean-
to kitchen. Weather boarding of the main building stood vertical. The kitchen was converted into 
a store room which still stands in the farm yard, and he cherishes it as a relic of the old days. 
There was a long log barn which stood south of the house. A part of the logs from it were used in 
the erection of the barn he now has". 
 Robert and Nancy's two children were both born in the 
Halfway House, Gladys in 1894 and Donald in 1900. Gladys 
Dickey graduated from Windsor High School in 1913 and received 
her Bachelor's Degree from the University of Colorado in 1917. 
She taught at Windsor High School from 1918-1920, then returned 
to the University of Colorado and received her nursing degree. 
From 1928-1934 she was an instructor in practical nursing at 
Colorado School of Nursing in Denver, and while there, made a trip 
to Alaska and the Yukon Territory and did research on the health of 
gold miners. She was a nurse at the Tauro Infirmary in New 
Orleans beginning from 1934 to 1940. In 1942 she returned to 
Windsor to care for her father. On Aug. 6, 1946, she married 
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George Onstot, who ran a barbershop at 411 Main Street in Windsor. They made their home in 
Windsor and lived out at the farm until George died Oct. 24, 1970. 
 Donald Edgar Dickey also graduated from Windsor 
High School, and went on to college at the University of 
Colorado Boulder where he wrote a thesis for his Master of 
Engineering degree entitled "Development of new methods 
for study of factors affecting wire rope life :--with particular 
reference to oilwell drilling practices". After living for a 
while in St. Louis, Missouri, he moved to southern 
California, where he died in 1941. His two sons, Donald and 
Richard, spent their summers helping their grandfather on 
the farm, and now live in California. 
 

Robert Dickey purchased more than 400 acres of 
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d 

 of 

e 

d Richard, 
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fa d adjacent to the "home farm" as he called it, and 
rented the farms to various tenants including "Old Jake" an
"Young Jake" Jacoby, and "Old Louie" and "Young Louie" 
Eichorn. Old Louie Eichorn lived in the house just south of 
the home farm and across the No. 2 Canal, which has now 
been torn down. "Young Jake" farmed the 80-acre parcel 
west of the home farm (Parcel C in the map below). "Old 
Jake" farmed Parcel B to the north of the home farm, and 
"Young Louie" farmed Parcel D. R. S. Dickey kept a flock
sheep in the coral on the west side of the barn that he had 
built south of the main house (that barn was torn down 
sometime between 1955 and 1965, and replaced with th
current large red barn which was built in 1966). 
 Robert S. Dickey's grandsons, Donald an
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in about 1918. 
R. S. Dickey's grandson, Richard Dickey, riding "Prince" in the
summer of 1937. The Halfway House is behind the telephone 
pole on the left side of the picture. Richard and his brother 
Donald provided a number of stories and pictures for this book.



the farm beginning about 1937. R. S. Dickey had two housekeepers, Mr. and Mrs. Kuhn, who 
lived at the home farm. Richard remembers a story about his grandfather driving his 1925 
Maxwell car into town just after the first stop sign in Windsor went up at the intersection of 7th
and Main. Robert drove through the stop sign without stopping, and the town marshal ran 
alongside of the car saying, "Oh Mr. Dickey, you forgot to stop at the stop sign back there". 
Robert told the marshal that he would "catch it on the way back through". He did, but he stopped 
in the very center of the intersection. 
 R. S. Dickey served for a time as Presi

 

dent of the old Farmers State Bank, and he was the 

 died 

f 

director of the church choir and supervised Sunday school for about 10 years. He acquired more 
than 440 acres of farmland including the "home farm" on which the Halfway House stands, and 
continued to manage the farms until the early 1940s when his daughter Gladys returned home to 
care for him. He died on June 21, 1953 at the age of 93, after fracturing his hip in a fall while in 
Pueblo, Colorado. He is buried in Windsor's Lakeview Cemetery. Gladys and her husband 
George continued to live at the farm and rent to the Jacoby's and other families until George
in 1970, and at that time Gladys moved to a retirement home in Greeley and the Jacoby's rented 
the home farm. In 1972, after discussing it with her family, Gladys gave Parcels A, C and F to 
"Young Jake" Jacoby, his wife Pauline, and their son Norman, in gratitude for the many years o
friendship and service to the Dickey family. Gladys died in 1976, and left a portion of her estate 
to the University of Colorado to provide financial assistance to nursing students. The memorial 
fund is known as the Gladys Dickey Onstot Student Loan.
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Map of land parcels in Township 6 N, Range 67 W. The parcels marked A (80 acres) and B (80 acres) are the 
original parcels homesteaded by Julius Weller in 1875, and for which he received title from the Territory of 
Colorado on April 20, 1882. A 1949 map from the "Weld County Rural Atlas and Directory" lists R. S. 
Dickey as the owner of parcels A, B and E; parcel C is owned by Gladys D. Onstot and Jacob Jacoby, Jr.; 
parcel D is owned by Kathleen K. Dickey; and parcel F is owned by Gladys D. Onstot. Parcels B, D and E 
were sold by the Dickey family to Alex Martin in 1965. 
 



 
 
1945 aerial photo of the R. S. Dickey "home farm". The Halfway House and old granary are behind the trees 
on the right-hand side of the photo. Note the barn and line of poplar trees along the Greeley No. 2 Canal. To 
the right of the barn is the corral where R. S. Dickey kept his flock of sheep. The barn was torn down 
sometime between 1955 and 1965, and a new big red barn was built just to the northwest of it. 
 

Jake Jacoby and Family 
 
 Jacob Henry "Old Jake" Jacoby, Sr. immigrated to Windsor in 1910 with his wife Mary 
Katherine and his infant son Jacob Jr. "Young Jake" from the village of Doenhof, in the Volga 
region of Russia. They arrived in Philadelphia from Russia on May 23, 1910, and probably took 
the train west to Colorado. He worked for a time at the Great Western Sugar Company mill in 
Windsor, as did many other Volga Germans, and the Jacoby family was one of the immigrant 
families that the Dickey family hired to help them farm their land. 
 Germans from Russia, or Volga Germans, originally came from Germany. During the 
eighteenth century, Catherine the Great and her grandson Alexander I invited Germans to settle 
rich farm lands along Russia’s Volga River. They enjoyed about one hundred years of prosperity 
and considerable autonomy in matters of language, law, religion and social customs. Political 
turmoil in Russia at the end of the nineteenth century motivated thousands of Volga Germans to 
immigrate to the United States, where they settled on the plains of Kansas, Colorado, and the 
Dakotas. In the late 1970s, Volga Germans were Colorado's second largest ethnic group. 
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 Richard Dickey, R. S. Dickey's grandson, recalls that Old Jake had covered the walls of 
the bedroom of his house on the "north farm" (which was on WCR 15 near the railroad crossing, 
but has since been torn down) with old Russian or German currently that had become worthless. 
Mrs. Jacoby once told him that it took a wheelbarrow full of this money to buy a loaf of bread. 
 After R. S. Dickey's death, his daughter and grandsons gave the farm to the Jacoby 
family in gratitude for their many years of friendship and work in helping to farm the land. 
Norman E. Jacoby, Jake Jacoby's son, raised sugar beets and other crops on the 160-acre parcel 
where the Halfway House still stands before it was sold to the Windsor Land Company. Norman 
died in 1995, and his widow, Margaret Babcock, has a life estate on the remaining two-acre 
Jacoby Farm property where the Halfway House and the 1905 farmhouse still stand. The 
farmhouse and other buildings will eventually become a cultural and historical park where the 
Town of Windsor will tell the story of "Old Agricultural Windsor". 
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Appendix 1. Timeline of Noteworthy Events in the History of the Halfway House 
 

Date of Event Description of Event 
1863-1866 The first official government land survey dated November 20, 1863 by the U.S. Government Land Office (John Pierce, Surveyor 

General) shows the wagon road between Latham (now part of Greeley) and La Porte (near present day Fort Collins) going directly 
through where the old Dickey farmhouse now stands. The stage coach route was redirected from the north (Wyoming) during 1862 to 
this Latham-La Porte section because of Indian raids on the northern route, and the Latham-La Porte was the main route used during 
1863-1864. The General Land Office survey in October 1864 by Hiram Witter for this area shows the stage coach station was in the 
center of Section 21, T7N, R68W where Box Elder Creek meets the Poudre River (near the present-day I-25 freeway, several miles 
northwest of the Dickey farmhouse), and there were no buildings along the stage line on the present-day Jacoby Farm property during 
the time that the stage was operating. The stage stopped running along this route in the late 1860s, although the wagon road through 
the property was the main road between what is now Greeley and Fort Collins. 

1869  John L. Hilton appears for the first time in Weld County when he is listed in the Weld County Tax Assessments. (His legal name was 
Leonard John Hilton. He later became a lawyer and real estate broker in Fort Collins, and was killed by a street car in Denver in 1912). 

1870  Greeley No. 2 ditch was constructed during the Fall of 1870 and the spring of 1871 for $27,000. It was later enlarged twice. 

1870  1870 census for Weld Co., post office Greeley, Sheet 506B, District 4, Reel M593-95: John Heltin 25, Stock Raiser, born Canada; wife 
Margaret 28 keeping house, born Ireland; son Harvey 3, born Wisconsin. 

1870 25-Nov Leonard John Hilton is elected to the position of Justice of the Peace and posts a $2,000 bond on November 25, 1871 that is recorded 
in Weld County Book 2M, page 225. In the court record titled "Official Bond of Leonard J. Hilton", he swore that he would "well and 
truly perform the duties of Justice of the Peace during his continuance in office, and shall pay over all moneys that may come into his 
hands by virtue thereof, and shall hand over all books, papers and other things belonging to said office to his successor". He signed 
his name John Hilton. 

1873 10-Oct Post office established at Hiltonville. In September 1873, John Hilton successfully petitioned the postal service for the establishment of 
a post office, Sec. 18, T6, R67 on route 17047 between Greeley and La Porte. The Hiltonville post office operated from 1873 to Sept. 
24, 1875 with Hilton as the first postmaster, serving approx. 30 families, an estimated 100 area residents. The Postmaster was 
changed from John L. Hilton to Abraham Ackerman on 9 Feb 1875, and the post office was moved to Wheatland on Sept. 24, 1875. 
Microfilm "Record of Appointment of Postmasters, 1832-1971" from Denver archives, MLR PI168-69 page 234.  

1873  "Half-Way House" was constructed in 1873 and became a popular stopping place on the wagon road between Greeley and Fort 
Collins. [Jessen, Kenneth. 1982. Railroads of Northern Colorado. P.54  385.097886] 

1873  Roy Ray (1940 book on History of Windsor) says that J. L. Hilton built a small house in 1873 on what has been the R. S. Dickey home 
farm for many years. It later became an inn and was known as the "Half-Way House" because of its midway location between Greeley 
and Fort Collins.  It was the only house for miles in this valley, and needless to say its popularity as a stopping place for travelers and 
woodhaulers grew apace. 
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Date of Event Description of Event 
1873  Article in Fort Collins Weekly Courier (June 29, 1899) titled "Wide Awake Windsor" says that "Twenty-five years ago there stood on the 

present site of the town of Windsor an unpretentious roadside inn. It was known as the Halfway house, because it marked the halfway 
point between Greeley and Fort Collins. It stood alone out on the prairie, not a tree, a shrub or house within miles of it. It was built in 
1873, by L. J. Hilton who conducted it several years as a road ranch for the accommodation of travel between Greeley, Fort Collins 
and the mountains beyond. It was also a stage station on that route, where a change of horses was made, and where passengers 
could obtain refreshments." … "In 1877, Mr. Hilton sold the property to Mr. Julius Weller, who kept up the reputation of the Halfway 
house until the advent of the Greeley, Salt Lake & Pacific Railroad, in 1882, knocked stage travel into a cocked hat and the cowboys 
had sought greener pastures and fresher scenes further away." 

1874 24-Jun John L. Hilton posts "A Card" in the Fort Collins Standard newspaper, disputing a rumor that two men Jim and Jake got drunk at 
Hilton's "saloon at Hiltonville" and had a fight. 

1874 21-Oct Article in Fort Collins Standard, page 2: "From a batch of interesting intelligence in the Colorado Sun we take the following: A man by 
the name of Genett, lately from California with a large herd of horses, has bought the "Half Way House" between here and Collins, and 
has established himself for the winter. We understand that Mr. Hilton, the former proprietor, intends spending the winter in Greeley." 

1875 24-Sep Wheatland Post Office established in Larimer County, with Lewis Kern as Postmaster. Julius Weller becomes Postmaster on 24 July 
1878; discontinued 1 October 1878, then re-established 25 October 1878 with John Abbott as Postmaster. 

1875 26-Sep Road bisecting Section 18 east to west is formally established along the previously-established road (later known as Road 68-1/2) 

1875 3-Nov Julius Weller files Non-Mineral Affidavit for land with Weld County clerk. He files an affidavit to homestead the land under the Soldier's 
and Sailor's Homesteads under Act June 8, 1872. His discharge papers, certified in Weld County Court on November 3, 1875, say that 
we was 31 years of age (at the time of his enlistment in late March 1865), 5 feet and 3-1/2 inches tall, dark complexion with brown 
eyes and brown hair, and was employed as a cabinet maker when he enrolled in the army in Captain Rosell H. Lee's Company B of 
the 52nd Regiment of Wisconsin Volunteers. 

1875 9-Nov Julius Weller files an application at the Denver, Colorado Land Office, Homestead Application No. 3248 under the Soldier's and 
Sailor's Homesteads under act June 8, 1872. 

1875 2-Dec James J. Ganat, Grantor, receives $400 and signs a QuitClaim Deed to Julius Weller, Grantee, for E1/2 NE4, E1/2 SE4, Sec 18 T6 
R67W, "including thereby to include the property known as the half way house". Weld County Deed Book 14, page 32. 

1878 24-Jul Julius Weller is appointed Postmaster at Wheatland, CO (Larimer Co.) post office. The post office is discontinued on October 1, 1878, 
then re-established on Oct. 25, 1878 with John C. Abbott as Postmaster. [Microfilm "Record of Appointment of Postmasters, 1832-
1971" from Denver archives, MLR PI168-69.]. 

1878 13-Jul Article in Fort Collins Courier: "the effects of the hail storm last Sunday evening were worse than first reported. E. L. Peterson reports 
that R. W. Durkee loses nearly his entire crop, and that Julius Weller, proprietor of the half-way house, suffers severely, while J. T. 
Stroh, Adolph Peterson, Louis Kern, John C. Abbott, Wm. H. Peterson, Mr. Duncan, O. J. Harrington and himself will lose somewhere 
from twenty-five to fifty per cent of their crop." 
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Date of Event Description of Event 
1878  According to C. R. Schwayder 1992, "Weld County Old & New" Vol. V p. 458, when Hilton sold his place to Julius Weller in 1878 the 

place became known as Weller's. He started the Weller School there in 1881 (page 585). Mr. and Mrs. Weller had moved to Wisconsin 
from Saxony by 1855, and he filed his intent to become a citizen in 1858 in Sheboygan, Wisconsin. She says that in 1882 when the 
Greeley Salt Lake and Pacific Railroad was built between Greeley and Fort Collins, Mr. Weller built a railroad station that he named 
New London, and it later became known as New Windsor. The Weller Station/New London/Windsor station was located in Section 27 
T6N R67W. [SGF: The Windsor train depot was constructed a couple of miles to the east of the Halfway House and Weller's farm, so 
this statement about the Railroad Station could not be true]. 

1878  Carol Shwayder, "Weld County Old and New" says that Anthony Edinger established a blacksmith shop at the Halfway House in 1878, 
but this doesn't fit with written records, and other information in her article about the Halfway house is incorrect. 

1880 16-Jun 1880 Census: Same household in Weld County lists Julius Weller 47, wife Margaret 53, son Fred 13, daughter Lydia 16, Frank 
Whitenmiller 30 boarder, John Bates 28 servant, and Thomas H. Bates 22 servant. 

1880  1880 Census for Fort Collins, Larimer Co., CO: Leonard J. Hiltan, 35 born Canada, lawyer; Margaret wife 37 born IRE; Harvey 13 
Wisconsin; Laura dau 8 born Colorado; Lillie M. dau. 4 born Iowa; Ella dau. 6 months born Colorado, and Katie L. Bray housekeeper 
22 born Wisconsin. 

1881 3-Jan Julius Weller becomes naturalized citizen of United States at Greeley, CO.  Born in Kingdom of Saxony. 

1881 29-Jan Julius Weller files Homestead Proof, Testimony of Claimant at Greeley courthouse.  Says he is 47 years old and has a wife and 2 
children; that he has a Certificate of Naturalization; that his Post Office address is Wheatland, Larimer County, CO.  Says he first 
settled on the land in November 1875.  Improvements included a frame dwelling 16 x 28 ft. 1-1/2 story, 5 rooms, barn and corral; all 
under fence; planted 50 fruit trees and 100 forest trees. House was built in November 1875. Says he has planted 100 acres and raised 
wheat, oats, corn, and potatoes. 

1882 10-Mar War Department Adjutant General's Office verifies that Julius Weller enlisted at Fond du Lac, Wisconsin in Company B of the 52nd 
Regiment of Wisconsin Volunteers on March 22, 1865, and was mustered out at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas on July 28, 1865.   

1882 20-Apr President Chester A. Arthur grants Julius Weller 160 acres of land. East half of the NE 1/4, and the East half of the SE 1/4 of Section 
18, Township 6 N, Range 67 West. 

1882 9-Oct First train enters Fort Collins from Greeley on GSL&P Railroad. Track-layers laid an average of 3/4 mile of track each day between 
May and October 1882 from Fort Collins to Greeley. Windsor Depot was built in 1882 by GSL&P. The railroad tracks are at the 
northeast corner of Weller's property. 

1882  Edward Hollister plats the townsite of Windsor after the railway had been built. Post office is called New Windsor because there was 
already a town in California called Windsor. Town of Windsor was named in honor of the Windsor Hotel. The name 'New' was dropped 
from the post office name on October 1, 1911. 
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Date of Event Description of Event 
1883 8-Oct Accounting ledgers stored in the Halfway House show that on October 8, 1883, J. M. Cobbs, W. J. Woodward, and M. H. Laybourne 

each invested $666.66 in a general store in Windsor, which later merged with a store started in the Spring of 1884 by Fred Weller and 
R. S. Dickey. 

1883 1-Nov R. S. Dickey arrives in Windsor in November 1883 and became the only teacher at the school. 

1884  Spring of 1884, R. S. Dickey joins Weller's business. Fred L. Weller built a storeroom in Windsor and stocked it with dry goods and 
men's furnishings.  It became a General Store under the firm name of Cobbs & Weller, and later became Weller-Cobbs Merchandise 
Company. [Article in Greeley Tribune, Nov. 6, 1902 front page, 'The Town of Windsor']. 

1885  Weld County 1885 census, Page 31, enumeration district 1: Julius Weller, 51, farmer; Margaret 58 farm hand; Fred 18 farm hand born 
in WI. 

1888 21-Aug Julius Weller dies and is buried in Lakeview Cemetery, Windsor, CO. His tombstone gives his full name as Edward Julius Weller, died 
August 21, 1888, age 53 years, 5 months. His wife Margaretha is buried next to him, died September 14, 1885, age 58 years. 

1889 30-Nov R. S. Dickey sold his interest in the store with Fred Weller and J. M. Cobbs, and bought the farm on which was located a part of the 
old Halfway House. Mr. Dickey interspersed teaching with farming. "When Mr. Dickey acquired the historic Halfway farm, he says the 
Halfway House stood squarely on the present north and south highway. It was a two-story structure, with a lean-to kitchen. Weather 
boarding of the main building stood vertical. The kitchen was converted into a store room which still stands in the farm yard, and he 
cherishes it as a relic of the old days. There was a long log barn which stood south of the house. A part of the logs from it were used in 
the erection of the barn he now has...". Weld County records for November 30, 1889 (Book 88, page 212) have a Deed of Trust from 
R. S. Dickey, Grantor, to Mrs. J. L. Dickey Tr. (elsewhere listed as Emma Dickey) Grantee, for the East half of the NE Quarter of Sec 
18 T6 R67W and the NE SE of Sec 18 T6 R67W. The land was sold for $1,200. The deed was paid off (released) on January 2, 1902. 

1890  Accounting ledger books stored in the Halfway House for the years 1889 and 1890 show that the firm name was Weller, Laybourne & 
Company. 

1892 21-Apr Newspaper article says S. A. Dickey ranches 4 miles NW of New Windsor on 160 acres. Sidney Dickey = S. A. Sister named Ida 
Beed. Parents of R. S. Dickey are James Leander Dickey and Anna Edgar, who were married 14 April 1859 in Sparta, Randolph Co., 
IL. R. S. Dickey was born in IL. 

1893 23 Jun Fred L. Weller, Grantor, sells Windsor lots to James C. Scott, Grantee. 

1893 6-Jul Dickey wedding article appears in Greeley Tribune. "Robert S. Dickey of New Windsor, Colorado and Ella N. Smith of Harlan, Iowa, 
Married Last Evening". 

1893 27-Jul Fort Collins Courier newspaper has article that says "R. S. Dickey and wife arrived from his old home in southern Illinois last 
Wednesday and took up housekeeping a few days ago. Mr. Dickey owns a cozy residence in the western part of town … Mr. Dickey 
and his lady attended the world's fair ..." 

1894  T. R. Brooks buys the Weller-Cobbs Merchandise Company [Nov. 6, 1902 Greeley Tribune article]. 
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Date of Event Description of Event 
1895 May R. S. Dickey set out 100 trees (mostly apple) on his farm 1-1/2 miles west of Windsor. 

1899 1-Jun Article in Greeley Tribune says that "R. S. Dickey, formerly of Windsor, but now of Platteville, was in Greeley Monday on business. 

1899 2-Nov Newspaper article says Art Elder moved onto the R. S. Dickey farm, 1 mile west of town, where he will farm the coming season. 

1901 5-Dec Article in Greeley Tribune says that "R. S. Dickey moved to his farm Friday. Mr. Ace will occupy Mr. Dickey's house in Windsor." 

1901 19-Dec Fred Weller buys 160 acres for $150 from E. P. Howe, SW quarter of section 8, T7, R67 (several miles north of the Halfway House). 

1903 28-May Article in Greeley Tribune says that "W. T. Porter moved his family into the R. S. Dickey residence on Main Street". 

1905 7-Dec R. S. Dickey purchases from Bruce G. Eaton, Executor of Benjamin H. Eaton who died on October 29, 1904, 80 acres in the SE1/4 of 
Section 7, Township 6N, Range 67W for the sum of $3,000. This is Parcel E in the map of land parcels owned by the Dickey family. 
Book 235, Page 74, Weld County land records. 

1906  The Jacob Winder family emigrated from Russia to Windsor, and are hired to farm the R. S. Dickey farm. A few years later, they buy 
their own farm a few miles to the north. 

1907 13-Feb An article in the Fort Collins Courier newspaper under the "Windsor" section says that "The modern six-room residence on the R. S. 
Dickey farm west of town in now complete and ready for occupancy" 

1910 23-May Jacob Henry "Jake" Jacoby, Sr. and his wife Katherine and son Jake Jr. arrive in Philadelphia from the village of Doenhof in the Volga 
region of Russia. All three of them later become naturalized citizens (in 1954, 1956, and 1937). 

1911  Town of Windsor has 1800 people. R.S. Dickey is president of Farmers National Bank according to the 1911 Colorado Business 
Directory for Windsor, Colorado. Called New Windsor. Fred Weller is a cashier at First National Bank in Eaton, CO. John L. Hilton lives 
in Denver in 1911 according to Waltrous. 

1912 8-Oct John Hilton, builder of the Halfway House, is hit by a street car in Denver and dies of traumatic pneumonia with four fractured ribs. 

1911-1912 Philip Legler came from Germany and worked on Dickey Farm for two years. Interview with his son Philip B. Legler, who was born in 
1916 in Windsor. Said Legler lived in a house out at the farm, and that Dickey was the superintendent of schools in Windsor. 

1913 14-Oct Frances M. Hilton, widow of John L. Hilton, files a widow's pension for his Civil War service. Her application says that he served in the 
7th Brigade of the Wisconsin Infantry. He filed an application #737-711 for his service on Nov. 11, 1889. 

1915 5-Feb Frederick Weller is buried in the Eaton Cemetery, Eaton, Colorado; 1867 - 1915. 

1915  Great Western Sugar Company map shows R. S. Dickey farm in 1915. "The irrigated farms of Northern Colorado". [Downloaded from 
internet.] 

1944 24-Aug Deed in Weld County records, Book 1139, page 505, conveying to Gladys Dickey the NE1/4 of the NE1/4 of Section 19, T6N R67W, 
which is the one and the same parcel of land described as the N.E. forty acres of the Northeast Quarter NE1/4 of Section 19. (This is 
the parcel on which the Safeway supermarket and other stores now stand). 
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Date of Event Description of Event 
1947 4-Feb Deed recorded in Book 1197 at Page 66, for the West 1/2 of the NE1/4 of Sec 18 T6N R67W, and the SE1/4 of Sec. 18 except for the 

tract conveyed to the Colorado Dept. of Highways on Jan. 15, 1959 in Book 1522 page 301. (This is an 80-acre "north farm" parcel on 
which Larry Jacoby later lived. The first buildings on this parcel were built in 1930). 

1954 Jul-28 R. S. Dickey died on June 21, 1953. In his will, he bequeathed 160 acres to his grandsons Donald Robert Dickey and Richard Kerr 
Dickey, including the E1/2 of NE1/4 of Sec. 18 (80 acres) and the S1/2 of SE1/4 of Sec. 7 (80 acres), and that part of the N1/2 of the 
SE1/4 of Sec. 7 south of the railroad right-of-way (5 acres). The remainder of his estate he left to his daughter, Gladys Dickey Onstot. 

1965  Dickey family sells 3 parcels to Alex Martin. 

1972 25-Oct Deed from Gladys Dickey Onstot, formerly Gladys Dickey, to J. H. Jacoby, Jr., Pauline S. Jacoby, and Norman E. Jacoby recorded 
October 24, 1972 in Book 678 as Reception No. 1600245. Gladys gave the Jacoby's the SE1/4 of Section 18, a 0.35 acre parcel in the 
West 1/2 of the NE1/4 Sec. 18, the NE1/4 of the NE1/4 of Section 19, plus a number of shares in water rights. 

1973 18-Jan Gladys Dickey Onstot, formerly Gladys Dickey, signs a quitclaim deed to "sell and quit-claim to J. H. Jacoby, Jr., Pauline S. Jacoby, 
and Norman E. Jacoby" the 40-acre parcel described as the NE1/4 of the NE1/4 of Section 19, T6N R67W, which is the one and the 
same parcel of land described as the N.E. forty acres of the Northeast Quarter NE1/4 of Section 19. Recorded on January 18, 1973 in 
Weld County Book 684, Resignation No. 1605682. This parcel is later sold for $105,000 on December 19, 1986 to E. Gene Simpson 
and A. Frances Simpson. (This is the parcel on which the Safeway supermarket and other stores now stand). 

1976 20-Feb Gladys Dickey Onstot dies. 

1976 1-Nov A land record dated November 1, 1976 has Norman E. Jacoby, Grantee, being deeded property from Charles H. and Minnie L. Lengel, 
for the NW Quarter of Section 17, T6, R67W and part of the North half of 17-6-67. Book 779, reception #1701314. (This parcel is on 
the east side of WCR 15 south of the railroad tracks, and is now a housing tract). 

2001 19-Jan Norman E. Jacoby trust sells W1/2 of the NE1/4 to Windsor Land Company LLC (Special Warranty Deed). 

 



Appendix 2. Photographs and Historical Documents 
 

 
1915 photo of the Dickey farmhouse, taken from Weld County Road 15. Note that the large poplar trees that 

now stand southeast of the porch are in the photo, and are therefore more than 90 years old, but the four 
large spruce trees that currently stand between the road and the front porch had not yet been planted in 1915 

(they were planted in the 1950s). 
 
 

 
Senior photo of Donald Edgar Dickey from 
his 1918 Windsor High School Yearbook. 

 

 

Gladys Dickey was listed in the 1918 Windsor High School
Yearbook as a teacher of German and History. 
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Gladys Dickey in 1920 at the University of Colorado in Boulder, 
where she received her nursing degree. She was an Instructor of 
Nursing at the University of Colorado and at the Colorado School of 
Nursing in Denver until about 1935, and then became a Clinical 
Instructor at the Touro Infirmary School of Nursing in New Orleans. 
She returned to Windsor in 1942 to care for her father, and a few 
years later, married George Onstot, who operated a barbershop in 
Windsor. The University of Colorado Nursing School established the 
Gladys Dickey Onstot memorial scholarship fund. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Gladys Dickey and her mother about 1918. D

a   
 
 

 23
onald Edgar Dickey and his mother 
bout 1918. 



 
1905 farmhouse as it appears in 2007. The front porch (to the right) has been walled in, and a room has been 
added near the back porch. 
 

 
1988 photo of the Halfway House. 
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1988 photo taken from the back porch of the farmhouse, showing the 1875 granary in the left rear of the 
photo. The Halfway House can be seen behind the tree and the pumphouse. 
 

 
Halfway House as it appears in 2007. 
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North wall of the Halfway House, showing a former doorway that was later filled in to make a window. 
 
 

 
South wall of the Halfway House. The west-facing wall (to the left) was formerly attached to a 1-1/2 story 
building which had 3 additional rooms and vertical siding boards. 
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        1875 Granary as it appeared in the 1960s (courtesy of Richard K. Dickey) 
 
 

 
1988 photo of the Jacoby farm property. The Halfway House is just in front of the satellite dish. 
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       Dickey farmhouse in the 1960s, with George Onstot in the background. 
 
 

 
        Front yard of the Dickey farmhouse in the 1960s.  Note the size of the blue spruce trees, which were 
        planted sometime in the 1950s. 
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Descendants of Leonard John Hilton 
 

Generation No. 1 
 
1. LEONARD JOHN1 HILTON was born March 27, 1844 in Foxboro, Ontario, Canada, and died October 
08, 1912 in Denver, CO when he was hit by a street car. He married (1) MARGARET. She was born 1837 
in Ireland, and died 1892 in Brayton, Iowa (Source: Frances M. Hilton's application for a Widow's 
pension after he died, said that his first wife Margaret Hilton died at Brayton, Iowa about 19 years ago.). 
He married (2) LIZZIE A. ? 1891 in Fort Collins, Larimer Co., Colorado. He married (3) FRANCES M. 
TISDALE November 22, 1909 in Denver, Colorado. She was born 1840, and died after 1917 in Denver, 
CO. 
 
Notes for LEONARD JOHN HILTON: 

John Hilton, whose legal name was Leonard John Hilton, was born in Foxboro, Ontario, Canada 
on March 27, 1844. He moved to Wisconsin with his parents when he was young, and at the age of 15 he 
enlisted in Company B of the 7th Infantry of Wisconsin Volunteers to fight in the Civil War. In his 
application for a Civil War pension, he said that during the war he had been shot in both legs, lost much 
of his hearing, and lost his teeth because of scurvy. He fought in the Battles of the Wilderness (May 5-7, 
1864), Spottsylvania (May 8-12), Spottsylvania Courthouse (May 12-21), Cold Harbor (June 1-12), Siege 
of Petersburg (June 16, 1864 to April 2, 1865), Weldon Railroad (August 18-21, 1864), Hatcher's Run 
(February 57, 1865), and Appomattox Courthouse (April 9, 1865). Hilton was wounded in the Battles of 
the Wilderness and at Weldon Railroad. After coming to Weld County, Colorado about 1869, he became 
a "stock raiser" in 1870, was elected Justice of the Peace for Weld County in 1871, and built the Halfway 
House in 1873. After he sold the Halfway House, he and his family went to Iowa where he completed his 
law studies (his daughter Lillian was born there), and they then returned to Colorado and settled in Fort 
Collins where he was a lawyer and real estate agent. He and his family are listed in the 1870 census for 
Greeley, Weld Co., CO (Sheet 506B, District 4, Reel M593-95) as John Heltin, 25, Stock Raiser, real 
estate value $800, personal value $900, born Canada; Margaret 28 keeping house IRE; and Harvey 3 born 
Wisconsin. In the 1880 census for Fort Collins, Larimer Co., CO, the family is listed as Leonard J. Hiltan, 
35 born Canada, Lawyer, parents born NY and CAN; Margaret Hiltan 37 IRE Keeping House, 
parents born IRE IRE; Harvey 13 WIS; Laura 8 CO; Lillie M. 4 Iowa; Ella 6 months CO; and 
Katie L. Bray 22 House Keeper born WIS. 

In his Declaration for Service Pension #508833 dated May 16, 1912, he signed his name as John 
Leonard Hilton and said that he was 5 feet 10 inches tall, 225 pounds, light complexion with sandy hair 
and blue eyes, and was a laborer by occupation (another form listed his occupation as farmer). He states 
that he was born in Foxboro, Ontario, Canada, and had lived principally in Colorado since he was 
mustered out at Milwaukee, WI on July 8, 1865. He was living at 1350 Stuart Street in Denver in 1912. 

John Hilton's third wife, Frances M. Tisdale, filed a Declaration of Wife in 1912 (which was 
denied) saying that she married John Hilton in Denver on November 22, 1909, and that he deserted her in 
Denver on April 22, 1911. Her Widow's Pension application said that she was his third wife; that he 
divorced his first wife on December 9, 1886, and his second wife on May 22, 1908. She said that he died 
in Denver in 1912 when he was hit by a street car. His death certificate lists his full name as Leonard 
James Hilton (which was an error), and says that he died of traumatic pneumonia following a tramway 
accident on October 8, 1912.
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Frances M. Hilton sent numerous letters to her senators and to the Commissioner of Pensions, trying to 
get a Widow's Pension, but her claims under several laws were denied because she did not marry Hilton 
until 1909. 

An article in the Fort Collins Weekly Courier on October 11, 1912 says that he came to Colorado 
in 1872, but then later went to Iowa where he completed his law studies. He returned in 1880 to Fort 
Collins where he "engaged actively and successfully in the prosecution of cattle rustlers". It was in the 
conduct of this work that he met Judge E. A. Ballard. The two men formed a law partnership that 
continued until Judge Ballard was elected Senator from Larimer County. Hilton left four children: Harvey 
W. Hilton, Mrs. Warren Gilbert and Mrs. Ella Miriam Sullivan of Denver; and Miss Lillian May Hilton of 
Los Angeles. 
 
Children of LEONARD HILTON and MARGARET are: 

1. HARVEY W.2 HILTON, b. March 1867, Wisconsin; d. Aft. 1917, Living in Denver, CO in 
1917. 
Notes for HARVEY W. HILTON: 
Harvey W. Hilton was listed in the 1900 census as a Boarder living in Denver, Arapahoe Co., 
CO, age 33, born March 1867 in Wisconsin, working in Real Estate. 

2. LAURA HILTON, b. 1872, Weld Co., Colorado; m. WARREN GILBERT. 
3. LILLIAN MAY HILTON, b. 1876, Weld Co., Colorado. 
4. ELLA MIRIAM HILTON, b. 1880, Larimer Co., CO; m. MR. SULLIVAN. 
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Descendants of Edward Julius Weller 
 

Generation No. 1 
 
1. EDWARD JULIUS1 WELLER was born March 1834 in Saxony (Germany), and died August 21, 1888 in 
Windsor, Weld Co., Colorado; buried Lakeview Cemetery. He married MARGARETHA WELLER. She was 
born 1827 in Prussia, and died September 14, 1885 in Windsor, Weld Co., Colorado; buried Lakeview 
Cemetery. 
 
Notes for EDWARD JULIUS WELLER: 

Edward Julius Weller was born in March 1834 in Saxony, which is now in the easternmost part of 
Germany bordering Poland. By 1855, Weller and his wife Margaretha had moved to Wisconsin, and in 
1858, while living in Sheboygan, Wisconsin, he declared his intent to become a citizen. On March 22, 
1865, at the age of 31 and just a few months before the Civil War ended, he enlisted in the 52nd Regiment 
of Wisconsin Volunteers and served 4 months as a private until the war ended. His residence at the time 
he enlisted was Hartford, Wisconsin. Julius Weller's certificate of discharge from the Civil War says that 
he was 5' 3" tall, dark complexion with brown hair and brown eyes, and was a cabinet maker when he 
enlisted. 

Weller moved to Windsor, Weld County, Colorado by November 1875, and homesteaded a 160-
acre parcel on which the Halfway House inn and saloon had been built by John Hilton two years earlier. 
In 1881, Weller became a naturalized citizen, and a year later, he was granted title to the 160-acre parcel 
by President Arthur. He raised wheat, oats, corn and potatoes on the farm until he died in 1888. 

Julius' wife, Margaretha, was the first person buried in what is now Lakeview Cemetery in 
Windsor. Julius wrote his will on June 21, 1888, about two months before he died. In it, he leaves $100 to 
the Missionary Society of the Evangelical Association of North America, located at Cleveland, Ohio. 
Second, he writes "To my adopted daughter Lydia Hoffman, I will, devise and bequeath nothing, having 
already provided all for her that in my judgment my duty demands". The remainder of his estate he left to 
his son, Frederick L. Weller and his heirs. Weld County records have an entry #32719 dated April 27, 
1889 (Deed Book 86, page 72) where the estate of Julius Weller is granted to his son Frederick L. Weller. 
The deed record includes a transcript of his will. 
 
Children of EDWARD WELLER and MARGARETHA WELLER are:  
i.  LYDIA2 WELLER, b. 1864; m. MR. HOFFMAN. 
ii. FREDERICK L. WELLER, b. November 1867, Hartford, Wisconsin; d. February 04, 1915, San Diego, 
CA; buried in Eaton Cemetery, Eaton, CO. 
 

Generation No. 2 
 
 FREDERICK L.2 WELLER (EDWARD JULIUS1) was born November 1867 in Hartford, Wisconsin, and died 
February 04, 1915 in San Diego, CA; buried in Eaton Cemetery, Eaton, CO. He married LAURA L. 
MIDDLETON January 01, 1890 in Eaton, Weld Co., Colorado, daughter of JOHN MIDDLETON and 
REBECCA EATON. She was born November 1867 in Ohio, and died September 06, 1931 in Eaton, Weld 
Co., CO.
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Notes for FREDERICK L. WELLER: 
Frederick L. Weller was born in Hartford, Wisconsin in 1867, two years after his father served in 

the Civil War. He came to Colorado when he was about 9 years old, and helped his parents run the farm 
and operate the Halfway House as an inn and saloon known as Weller's. At the age of 16, while still 
helping his father with the farm, he went into the mercantile business with R. S. Dickey, and later founded 
the firm of Weller-Cobbs Merchandise Company. In 1889, a year after his father died, he sold the family 
farm to his business partner R. S. Dickey and spent his time running and expanding his mercantile 
business in Windsor. In 1890, he married Laura Middleton and they had two sons. 

An article from 1893 said that Weller-Cobbs Merchandise Company "are dealers in fancy and 
staple goods, including boots, shoes, clothing, holiday goods, and Yankee notions. They are extensive 
shippers of farm produce and dealers in farm implements, wagons, buggies, etc. They have a large 
assortment of everything that the farmer, the mechanic, and laboring man needs for daily use". In about 
1896, Weller began making business trips to Cripple Creek, but decided in early 1897 to settle in the town 
of Eaton, Colorado. He worked there first in the dry goods department of Goodan and Feltons, and then 
became the cashier at the First National Bank. By 1907 he was also selling insurance, and he served as a 
Trustee on the Eaton Town Council from 1907 to 1911. He died in San Diego, California on February 4, 
1915, after being taken there 10 days earlier on account of rapidly failing health. He died at age 47 of 
dropsy and valvular heart trouble and is buried in the Eaton Cemetery (his wife and children are buried 
elsewhere). His wife Laura married Arthur Ling a few years after Fred died. His obituary in the Poudre 
Valley newspaper said that "Fred L. Weller was one of the most highly respected men of the Windsor and 
Eaton districts and a host of friends deeply regret his premature death". 
 
Children of FREDERICK WELLER and LAURA MIDDLETON are: 

i.  CARL FOREST3 WELLER, b. December 19, 1890, Windsor, Weld Co., Colorado; d. Living in 
Carbon, UT in 1930. 
ii. HUGH E. WELLER, b. July 27, 1898, Windsor, Weld Co., Colorado; d. August 1982, Los 
Angeles, California.
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Descendants of Robert Smith Dickey 
 
1. ROBERT SMITH3 DICKEY (JAMES LEANDER2, ALEXANDER SMITH1) was born January 29, 1860 in Flat 
Prairie, Randolph Co., Illinois, and died June 21, 1953 in Pueblo, CO; buried in Lakeview Cemetery, 
Windsor, CO. He married NANCY ELLA SMITH June 20, 1893 in Emporia, Kansas, daughter of 
NATHANIEL SMITH and ARABELLA MAGRUDER. She was born January 15, 1866 in New Bedford, Ohio, 
and died July 19, 1930 in Windsor, Weld Co., Colorado; buried in Lakeview Cemetery. 
 
Notes for ROBERT SMITH DICKEY: 

Robert Smith Dickey was born on January 29, 1860 in Flat Prairie, near his family's farm in 
Sparta, Randolph County, Illinois. He was one of seven children born to James Leander Dickey and Anna 
Cruthers Edgar. The 1880 census for Randolph County, IL lists Robert S. Dickey, age 20, working as a 
farmhand along with his younger brothers Sidney 18 and William 16, and two younger sisters. He came 
to Colorado in November 1882 and settled in Windsor, Colorado. He was the first teacher at the Windsor 
school, and the first superintendent of School District 4. His younger brother Sidney came to Colorado at 
about the same time. In the Spring of 1884, 24-year-old R. S. Dickey and 16-year-old Frederick Weller 
went into business together and opened a general store that later became the Weller-Cobbs Merchandise 
Company. 

In 1889, R. S. Dickey traded his interest in the store for the Weller farm on which was located a 
part of the old Halfway House. Mr. Dickey interspersed teaching with farming, teaching in Windsor until 
1902, and afterwards heading schools in Platteville, Severence and Bracewell before returning to 
Windsor. On July 5, 1893, he married Nancy Ella Smith, who also worked at the Windsor school, and 
after a trip back to the farm in Illinois and to visit the World's Fair, they moved out to the farm property 
and lived in the Halfway House for a few years. Their two children, Gladys and Donald, were both born 
in the Halfway House; Gladys in 1894 and Donald in 1900. In about 1903 they began building the 
farmhouse that still stands on the property. Weld County records for November 30, 1889 (Book 88, page 
212) have a Deed of Trust from R. S. Dickey, Grantor, to Mrs. J. A. Dickey Tr. (elsewhere listed as 
Emma Dickey) Grantee, for the East half of the NE Quarter of Sec 18 T6 R67W and the NE SE of Sec 18 
T6 R67W. The land was sold for $1,200. The deed was paid off (released) on January 2, 1902. 

R. S. Dickey served for a time as President of the old Farmers State Bank, and he was the director 
of the church choir and supervised Sunday school for about 10 years. He acquired more than 440 acres of 
farmland including the "home farm" on which the Halfway House stands, and continued to manage the 
farms until the early 1940s when his daughter Gladys returned home to care for him. He died in Pueblo, 
Colorado in 1953 at the age of 93 after fracturing his hip in a fall. He is buried in Lakeview Cemetery in 
Windsor. 
 
Notes for NANCY ELLA SMITH: 

Her obituary in fhe Fort Collins newspaper, July 25, 1930, said she was a native of New Bedford, 
Ohio. She received her preliminary education in Harlan, Iowa, and attended State Normal School at 
Greeley in 1890, the year the school was founded. She was one of the early teachers in Windsor. Mrs. 
Dickey's maiden name was Smith. She was married to Mr. Dickey on June 20, 1893. Besides her husband 
Mrs. Dickey is survived by two children; Donald Dickey of Los Angeles, and Gladys Dickey, instructor 
in the nursing school of the Colorado General hospital in Denver and by two grandsons. She was 64 
years, 6 months, 4 days old when she died. 
 
Children of ROBERT DICKEY and NANCY SMITH are: 

1. GLADYS4 DICKEY, b. September 21, 1894, Windsor, Weld Co., Colorado; d. February 29, 1976, 
Windsor, Weld Co., Colorado; buried Lakeview Cemetery; m. GEORGE FREY ONSTOT, August 
06, 1946, Denver, Colorado; b. August 31, 1892; d. October 24, 1970, Windsor, Weld Co., 
Colorado; buried Lakeview Cemetery. 
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Notes for GLADYS DICKEY: 
Gladys Dickey was born in the Halfway House on her father's farm in Windsor on September 21, 

1894. Her obituary reads as follows: "Gladys Onstot, 81, died Sunday at Bonell Retirement Community 
in Greeley where she had lived since 1970. A native Windsorite, she was born here Sept. 21, 1894. Her 
parents were Mr. and Mrs. R. S. Dickey, a pioneer family in the Windsor area. Mrs. Onstat was graduated 
from Windsor High School in 1913 and received her A. B. Degree from the University of Colorado in 
1917. She taught at Windsor High School from 1918-1920, then returned to the University of Colorado 
and received her nursing degree. From 1928-1934 she was an instructor in practical nursing at Colorado 
School of Nursing in Denver. She was a nurse at the Tauro Infirmary in New Orleans in 1934 and 1935. 
In 1942 she returned to Windsor to care for her father. On Aug. 6, 1946, she married George Onstot in 
Denver. They made their home in Windsor until her husband died Oct. 24, 1970. She was a member of 
the First United Methodist Church in Windsor for 70 years. Survivors include two stepchildren, Mrs. 
Ellen Hunter of White City, Kan. and Clement Onstot, Alexandria Va.; 2 nephews, D. R. Dickey of 
Kentfield, Calif., and Richard Dickey of San Clemente, Calif. ... Interment was in Lakeview Cemetery. In 
1919, a year before she finished her B. A. in Nursing at the University of Colorado at Boulder, Gladys 
was listed in the Windsor High School yearbook at a teacher of German and History. The Nursing School 
yearbook said that she remained at the University of Colorado until 1935, and came to Touro in 1936 
from the Alameda County Hospital in Oakland, California where she served as Supervisor of 
Communicable Diseases. In about 1932-1933 while she was working for the Colorado School of Nursing, 
she went to Alaska and the Yukon Territory and did a study on the health of gold miners, which she 
published in nursing journals. In 1941, when World War II broke out, she was on the faculty of the Touro 
Infirmary School of Nursing in New Orleans as the Clinical Instructor, before she returned to Windsor in 
1942 to take care of her father. 
Her husband George Onstot, whom she married in 1946, operated the Windsor Barber Shop at 411 Main 
Street in Windsor in 1940. The University of Colorado created the Gladys Dickey Onstot Student Loan as 
a memorial scholarship fund in her name. 
 

2. DONALD EDGAR DICKEY, b. October 05, 1900, Windsor, Weld Co., Colorado; d. November 27, 
1941, Los Angeles, California. 

 
Generation No. 2 

 
2. DONALD EDGAR4 DICKEY (ROBERT SMITH3, JAMES LEANDER2, ALEXANDER SMITH1) was 
born October 05, 1900 in Windsor, Weld Co., Colorado, and died November 27, 1941 in Los Angeles, 
California. He married MARY KATHLEEN KERR September 15, 1924 in Walnut Park, California. 
 
Notes for DONALD EDGAR DICKEY: 

Donald Edgar Dickey was born in the Halfway House in Windsor, CO on October 5, 1900. He 
attended high school in Windsor, and then went to the University of Colorado in Boulder where he 
received a Master of Engineering degree. His graduate thesis was entitled "Development of new methods 
for study of factors affecting wire rope life :--with particular reference to oilwell drilling practices". After 
living for a while in St. Louis, Missouri, he moved to southern California, where he died in 1941. His two 
sons, Donald and Richard, spent their summers helping their grandfather on the farm, and now live in 
California. 
 
Children of DONALD DICKEY and MARY KERR are: 

i. DONALD ROBERT5 DICKEY, b. May 14, 1926, Los Angeles, California; m. NOEL WITTER, October 
14,    1950. 

ii. RICHARD KERR DICKEY, b. September 03, 1928, Los Angeles, California.
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Descendants of Jacob Henry "Old Jake" Jacoby, Sr. 
 

Generation No. 1 
 

JACOB HENRY "OLD JAKE"1 JACOBY, SR. was born June 22, 1883 in Doenhof, Volga, Russia, and died 
November 24, 1964 in Windsor, Weld Co., Colorado; buried Lakeview Cemetery. He married MARY 
KATHERINE STOLL. She was born July 09, 1884 in Doenhof, Volga, Russia, and died December 28, 1961 
in Windsor, Weld Co., Colorado; buried Lakeview Cemetery. 
 
Notes for JACOB HENRY "OLD JAKE" JACOBY, SR.: 

The 1930 census for Weld Co., Colorado says that Jacob H. Jacoby, Sr., his wife Katherine, and 
their son Jacob H. Jacoby, Jr. all immigrated from Denhoff, Russia in 1909. (This is the village of 
Doenhof, on the Karenyah River in the Saratov Province of the Volga Region of Russia). The rest of the 
children were born in Colorado. They spoke German in the home. The 1920 census listed Jacob H. Jacoby 
36 born Russia; Catherine wife 35 Russia; son Jake 11 Russia; son Henry 9 Colorado; daughter Molly 5 
Colorado; daughter Freda 3 Colorado; and son William 1 Colorado. 

On his World War I registration card (filled out September 12, 1918), Jake Jacoby of Windsor, 
Colorado lists his birthday as March 29, 1878, says he is 40 years old, an alien born in Russia, works as a 
laborer at the Great Western Sugar Company, and lists Mary Jacoby as his nearest relative. The card is 
filled in by Claude J. Miller. 

In his naturalization record, Jacob Henry Jacoby says that he arrived in Philadelphia from Russia 
on May 23, 1910. Witnesses were Peter Stoll and Victor Denny. He became a naturalized citizen on 
November 5, 1954. His wife Katherine, arrived in Philadelphia on the same day, and became a naturalized 
citizen on June 29, 1956. Witnesses were Katherine Stoll and Peter Stoll. Jake Jr. also arrived in 
Philadelphia on May 23, 1910 from Russia, and became a naturalized citizen on January 11, 1937, 
witnessed by Henry A. Marek and Robert S. Dickey. 
 
Children of JACOB JACOBY and MARY STOLL are: 

i. JACOB HENRY "YOUNG JAKE"2 JACOBY, JR., b. February 19, 1909, Doenhof, Volga, Russia; 
d. November 08, 1988, Windsor, Weld Co., Colorado; buried Lakeview Cemetery. 

ii. MOLLIE JACOBY, b. 1914, Windsor, Weld Co., Colorado; d. Bef. 1983; m. FRED RUFF; b. 
December 08, 1908; d. September 27, 1995, Weld Co., Colorado. 

iii. HENRY T. JACOBY, b. 1915, Windsor, Weld Co., Colorado; d. Bet. 1983 - 1988. 
iv. FRIEDA JACOBY, b. September 24, 1916, Windsor, Weld Co., Colorado; d. March 24, 2005, 

Windsor, Weld Co., Colorado; m. HENRY HAAS, May 03, 1946, Windsor, Weld Co., 
Colorado; b. August 12, 1911; d. May 31, 2003, Windsor, Weld Co., Colorado. 

v. WILLIAM JACOBY, b. January 01, 1919, Windsor, Weld Co., Colorado; d. May 11, 2001, 
Windsor, Weld Co., Colorado. 

vi. ESTHER JACOBY, b. June 14, 1922, Windsor, Weld Co., Colorado; d. October 1983, Windsor, 
Weld Co., Colorado; m. GEORGE K. ADLER, December 27, 1942, Berthoud, Colorado; b. 
September 10, 1920; d. October 06, 1988, Windsor, Weld Co., Colorado. 

 
Generation No. 2 

 
JACOB HENRY "YOUNG JAKE"2 JACOBY, JR. (JACOB HENRY "OLD JAKE"1) was born February 19, 
1909 in Doenhof, Volga, Russia, and died November 08, 1988 in Windsor, Weld Co., Colorado; buried 
Lakeview Cemetery. He married PAULINE STROMBERGER April 18, 1932 in Windsor, Weld Co., 
Colorado, daughter of PHILLIP STROMBERGER and CHRISTINA REINHARDT. She was born April 02, 1908 
in Windsor, Weld Co., Colorado, and died June 15, 2006 in Windsor, Weld Co., Colorado; buried 
Lakeview Cemetery. 
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Notes for JACOB HENRY "YOUNG JAKE" JACOBY, JR.: 
J. H. "Jake" Jacoby, Jr. was born in Denhoff, Russia in 1909 and came to Windsor when he was 

one year old. He attended schools in Windsor, and later farmed and was a cattle feeder all of his life. He 
served on the Windsor School Board from 1949 until 1963, and had been a board member of the Beet 
Growers Association and Pickle Growers Association. He and his wife retired from farming in 1972, but 
he continued to live on the farm west of Windsor. He died on November 8, 1988 at the age of 79. and was 
buried in Windsor's Lakeview Cemetery. Survivors were his wife Pauline, two sons Norman and Larry of 
Windsor, a sister Frieda Haas of Windsor; a brother Bill of Windsor; and three grandchildren. Previously 
deceased were two sisters, Mollie Ruff and Esther Adler, and a brother Henry. 
 
Notes for PAULINE STROMBERGER: 

Pauline Jacoby died in Windsor on June 15, 2006 at the age of 98. Here obituary says that she 
was born April 2, 1908 in Windsor to Phillip and Christina (Reinhardt) Stromberger, Sr. She was 
educated in Windsor and worked with her family farming in the area. On April 18, 1932, she married H. 
H. "Jake" Jacoby, Jr., and they had two sons, Norman and Larry. She is survived by her son Larry Jacoby 
and his wife Sharon of Windsor; grandson Scott Jacoby and wife Jackie of Severance; granddaughter 
Kristin Jacoby of Windsor; two great-grandsons Derek and Gunnar Jacoby; and her sister Peggy Ackziger 
of Oak Harbor, WA. She was preceded in death by her husband J. H. "Jake" Jacoby, Jr.; her son Norman 
Jacoby; her grandson Lonny Karst; and brothers, Phillip and Alex Stromberger. 

 
Children of JACOB JACOBY and PAULINE STROMBERGER are: 

i. NORMAN EUGENE3 JACOBY, b. December 20, 1934, Windsor, Weld Co., Colorado; d. 
February 24, 1995, Windsor, Weld Co., Colorado; buried Lakeview Cemetery; m. 
MARGARET ADAMS, April 02, 1988, Windsor, Weld Co., Colorado. 

ii. LARRY JACOBY. 
 



Appendix 4: Construction Details of the Halfway House 
 
The Halfway House is 18' 6" long and 14' 6" wide. The roof peak is 11 feet high from peak to 
bottom plate on the south wall. The north wall once had a door in it that was filled in to become a 
window, as evidenced by the siding boards outside. 
 
Weller said in his 1881 testimony that his house was 16 x 28, 5 rooms, 1-1/2 story high. The 
Halfway House currently has two rooms and measures 18'6" long by 14'6" wide, and 11' high to 
top of roof peak from bottom plate on the outdoor wall. The north wall had a door that has been 
patched in to become a window. R. S. Dickey said that when he bought the place in around 1889, 
it was a 2-story house with vertical siding on the main house. Since the current house is 18 feet 
wide by 14 feet wide, the main house must have been 18 feet by 14 feet wide, two stories, with 
three rooms (probably two upstairs and one 18 x 14' room downstairs since it was built as an inn 
and saloon). The vertical siding boards that remain on the west wall may have been the original 
boards. 
 
The building is sitting on its original foundation, which is a type of concrete. Some of the boards 
extend down where the concrete dips. Based on the way the framing is done and the way that the 
siding boards meet and overlap the foundation, and its fragile construction, there is no way the 
building could have been moved. 
 
The flooring is rough-hewn 1 x 10 tongue and groove, and has the original boards. Floorboards 
are of different lengths and widths (patchwork) under the carpet. 
 
Burlap bags are stuck in the wall in places for insulation. 
 
West wall (under the corrugated metal sheets): Has one doorway framed into it that went 
between the two buildings, plus a window towards the south end. Siding boards are vertical. The 
horizontal plastering boards stop at the doorway. The inside west wall (south room) is plastered, 
and plaster boards remain for the ceiling but much of the plaster itself has fallen down. 
 
The west wall has square hand-made nails in the studs and vertical boards. Plasterboards on the 
north side of the doorway use smaller square-edged nails. Doorway and boards used to fill in the 
doorway are modern, round-headed nails. 
 
Plasterboards were used on the outside of walls, as well as inside. Plasterboards remain on north 
side of doorway. On south side of doorway, a few pieces of plasterboard remain, but they are 
nailed on with modern nails, and only a few sections remain. 
 
Corner post at southwest corner has bark on inside edge. 
 
The roof overhang on the east side of the building is 10", and on the west side of the building it 
is 6". On the west side, some rafters extend 6 inches out and have square nails, but other rafters 
that are between the longer rafters are cut flush with the wall, which is what you'd expect if a 1-
1/2 story building was attached to the west wall. The overhang on the west side is built 
differently than on the east side, and has the appearance that it was added after the Halfway 
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House was first built. However, the use of square-edge nails in some of the longer rafters that 
extend out 6" suggest that the construction of the roof might have been altered after the taller 
building was torn down, but the roof work was probably done before 1900. 
 
Asphalt shingles (very old, poor shape) overlay cedar shakes, which are wet and in very poor 
condition. Shakes are on top of plasterboard nailers on top of rafters. 
 

 
 
 
West wall of the Halfway House, showing where the door that went between the two buildings has been filled 
in. The vertical siding boards are probably the original boards. 
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 West wall of the Halfway House, underneath the corrugated metal sheeting. 
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West wall of the Halfway House, showing how original siding boards conform to the shape of the concrete. 
This, plus the fragile construction, indicates that the building is sitting on its original foundation and has 
never been moved. 
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Inside west wall of the Halfway House (south room), showing plastering on the wall and plaster boards on the 
ceiling. Insulation batts have been inserted where there once was a window. 
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A 0ruwlng Tovu ln a Tbrihy Farmlng Gom.

ouoihf....Lloes of Buslncss Rtprtscntcd,

Churcbes. Scftoob. end Sccid Fcrlures..*

Shrdy Strccts, Blg Busiatsr Blocks aod

Urndsorne Regldences.'.'A Bit of Earty

tflstot?.

Tweuty'fivc yr:*rs uplrr tiir:re etood r)n
tho prerent site of the tuwn of Windsor
au unpretsotior.ts rordsit l l  inn It .  was
hnown ae t lre l fnlfwrn' irousr. l trrcau:ie
ib rnnrked ttt" @, ;xrint br.tween
Gree.lel' nnd llart Cnllir:.i. It stood alooo
out ort tttc prairie, oot ir trt-.t.. a shrub or
house withiu ruilrn of it. It tr6s ].ruilr in
187.3. try L. J. I'Iiltorr \rho condueted it
eoveral yeals as R rond rancb for the rc-
oommodrrtion of trnrel tretu'ecn ()reelcl'.
F ort Coll ins and tbe uountains be-vor:d.
It wruq nlso n ttage sttttios oD thst routc.
rherc n cbaoge of horses was nrnde. and
whero ptlg.lcngers corrld oi-rtnilr refrt'rth-
mantg. trf its wnlls lnrd possexsed orrs
nnd tonqttes, i t  cnrrld h."ve tolt l  of Ihe
celobration of mfluJ' H lr igl i  old j inks
when the cowboys of the poriod nnd thc
timber haulers frrrur below uret bunr:nth
it$ bcrspitahle roaf. hf r, lliltor: rv.is a
gonerous host nnd nulx-'rl1'eser lt:ft hig
bousu su{Icriug fl'trui Lrttnger or thirst.

In ttf iT. $r. }[ilton suld t lrr propert-r' tr.r
I|[r. Jrrlirry lVcllrlr, ri'ho kn;ii u1r thr. relr
tatlon of the Ilnlfnn.r i.ruusr-, urrtil the
Rdv*nt of thtr Grtrt:li.). Salt Lnke .L lla-
uifh: railroad, in 18fi2. irur.rcked stagt
travel into a cscked irnt irnd thr cowbo-r's
had sought Ereosfir Ffl$turerr and freslrcr
$cenr$ flrtirrrr a!ra)'. 'Ihrn ]{r" \l-rller's
occrrpntion lt"s a hotel her;*r bercauto a
reurinisc.encc of lxttrr rlays fi:r rond
rRnehae in the $ild nsd wcrulr rtrst.

Where onc* stood this old house. rlhosc
historf is r*plcre uith -t i :r i j l jng irrcir lrrrt l j
of pionnr:r life, norv rrtnnds thc grorving
nncl nttrlr:tire toun nf 1\'!nCsor. with itr

broad. sh8dl' strofits. rtr4 tllg trrlult llusr'
ness bi+r.:ks. its hrndsottrr' privtri.l: rt'si'
deocee, itr line publir: scittioi lnrildi*g, its
eburchrrs ,  hot l ! * ,  f lur t r i l lg  mi l l , ' : rc&tut ' r ] ' ,
ete", al l  i i r tr r lutgrowtt i  of f l  d,.ru;utd
erentcd i ly the lr luuging irr lr :  frorso arrd
fl I l  oniorFrrir i ing, l l rr i f t l  ;rr:cl rvel l  Lo r l tr
farnring comtnunitl' rvl: ir:ir rri,.'outfltlise€
the torvn on all sidtx. Ti:,' rurrn is lruilt
on th{r *r.:utherrt short. r;f Winclsor laks.
rvhrrse trrond t.{[rnns{,'rrf e loar. glisteniug
wnter nflurds rale uport fur clu,.:k huut*rg,
f ishcrtnen nnd bonti$H trnrt iras. Ttl  ths
werst a ntagrriliur:rrt uieu of t.he ltor;k-v
nrouutnins * illt thuir snryril.eflpflrd peak.l
gl istening in the surri ight. ie trre$ented,
foru:iug n scene of hesut.v aoC grlnrleur
u1x'rn wbicb one Hevor t ires of gnzing. A
littlc to the souih, ttrr: t]nuhp la llo',rttrtr
river, its banks fringcd rvitL grpen, winds
its rva;' dorvu through Fnrr$-r' urtrntlor*s
and ,,+'nving gruiu tield. to n;unr:tiou s'ith
the Sorrth Platte ft sc{}nr cf mile.I arva},
wit i le al l  around tJrr '  turun ir:  t tr:r. l 'dirt ' r :"
tion rrs far ns tlre e1'r. r'uu rrr&ch, thr.' larrd
Bca1rc is dottcrl wittr uenCon$ clad in
emcruld t ints. f iclds of grorriug grain
orchtrrds, lr!'o..ipuroui: horrte;i, qrrrt'{,ri. of
t irrrher and mnving durlnsl, ic nr: inrr ls, In
the t:enter of all these inuoroparablc nt-
trnctions, Iurrred bl nnir:rr and nrt. sits
ihe prourl and asp' ir ing l i t t le town of'[l' ' indsor- 

I gem in ruat,-'hluRs sr:ttiugs.
Windnor can renl!1' dutt, i ls ir ir th frou:

the sonrlr lut ioo of the { irerlcr ' .Snlt Lnlte
& Pncific railroad, trut like su infant in
srvaddling cloth*s. it sborved ouly
laint sigrs of vigor until some four crr
fre ycnru ago, Since then it has had a
Burprising gruu'tb and r{}s takes higir
tank nmonJr tht: towus uf r:nrtbern Cclo-
rado ns an enterprising lrusiness ct'utrrr.
It lras n papulntion of nlrout;j{J('!. f,rrtr-
lrnr.d of hustlere. Thrl' liu*rl* out nt
dlybreak in the morning aud huscl* all
dnl' unlil sun$et. far thuu:s*iv*s anrl for
Windsor. No gra.xr is p:rrnitt*d to take
r*ut trnd*r their feet t'bile hugtli$s f(rr
thtir homes *nd their fireside$. Tire re-
*ult is l\risdsor 
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0uslne6{i tr}{rns ol rts srEe rD trre 3t$te.

f;rst year there tvere shippcd out ot
Windxrr 11?8 carlor*d* uf fitt stock *ud
tnrm produe!$. Bn svsragf, of ne*rl1' firur
cnrloads per dny, the ye*r round, It is
thc mtrkct csutnr nnd Cintr ibuting poiut
lsr s $ide extcnt qrf thc r icbest nnd roogt
produetive faruring lands in Colorado.
I)uring the tull nod winter uronths ils
etreets Bre dnill' crrrwdeC wirb tFtf,irrg
laadcd rith wtrerrt. oilts, irnrlr:1., fxtt&trlc$
rnd hay, for whicb lor:ald,-alrr.s pn.u cash
or its equiveleot nb the bigtrest nrarkat
ratr.$ quoted for thr: da1'. lt is nlsu au
imgrrtnnt ehipping poilt ft'r l-rre! cartlt,
fbt Inmtre and for horsrti"

tho busiuere interests uf lfiud$or arg
rcprr"*sented by 3 general dt{)rcBr ? lrard-
ware ator€8, a brnk, a bakvry. a flrruring
mill ol L50 elckB drily capac.lt!',n crestu-
ery, a lurniture sDore, a lumbu yard, a
drug store, 2 blackgruith aod wogon
rhops, 3 restauraots aud conlectionery
Btores. a livery snd firrle gtairle, !trarberg,
3 graiu aud produce dealern, S bottl:i and
e billiprd hcll. The p;era ie represeoted
by the lViudeor fieader, xn t:nterprising,
elean and alrly 

'editcd 
loctl pilfruri con-

ducted by Mr. Forgy. The epiritual
needs ol tJle people rre voll lookod aft*r
by tro church orgruizationr. ltetbodlst
aud Chrictin'n. Tbc Metbodistr wonrbip
in a r*ry prett/ churetr edifice of their
osn. rod tbe Chrirtiro cougrqatiou ir
ptop*riug to build one lor ite uff. Tbo
Mraoue, Odd Fellon's nud tbs Eretoro

http:/lwww.coloradohistoricnewspapers.orglAP AzffiAA/PrintArt.asp?SkinF... ZlLg/20A7
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WN ffI
lY indscr  ig  a t i r ; rc t ing {ons iderab je

f l t ten[ ion nL Fre$$nf ,  ovring to i l re
sutr&r fartnry l l raI is to he r lrgctcC]
t 'hers  t l r *  e l rsu ing 5car .  To the res i -
l i rnt af \Tctr i  r$urtty rvhu has noticerj
Lh l l i  f *wn f ronr  i ts  p lu t , t ing ts  t l rc
pr€ l iu t lL ,  f  l te  faL: t  L l ra t  \Y in isor .  is
lu,i;crut tto il:slrv oll irs o]d cloihcs flnd
pu [  i l i t  a  ne\v  su i l  is  ] .c [  a  l ] ta t [Dr  Of
sr ; t ' l l r i . i l : .  [ iu i  I .O t ] is  t_ .ncrget ic  res i -
t i*r i t ,s oi  f . l r i r t  [or ' ] -n t l te ci j [nir :g c]rtnHt:
t . :  l r ' l rrr t  hts l . rc:*rr el i i )ccLct i  Iol  ] . t : r is
ru t r [  t .h*v  nr ]  f  r i l '  Io* l  fa  i t l r  iu  t t r *  f  u-
Lur ' r  { ro \ r t i r  o f  t l r i i t  i r i i l f r r ty  s ts I jc ln
l)r t l . \ \ ' r [ 'n f i r '*r : l* ] .  ar:r i  l 'ort ,  Ccj I i l rs.' i l r r ' 3 ' r l o r r  

i r : r . . :  t . l i a r  i l i t : i r  t . a t t i ng l  ! s
tCI i . rr- '  ruff i [Lder] l rnr l  l .hrr0 is nn T'* irsori
tO i l ' . t t r  l . r I  l i t r  L rr l t i l i  l f  inElsOr rr i l j  l , rc l r
i i l r l t i  o l  p ru t i r i r l t , ! ) r ' r '  l n i t l  u ' i i l r i r r  t I r c
l l I I L  i ' r . i l r .

I  r :  l ' {  I  L l  i t  |  } r l t )  I  r l r .  [ - ' l . l r ] r  " \  I t i r . : l  i  l lc
t  l t  !  i t  r t , . t t i .  i i i r \ \  r r t i l  tU t : t i  j l r  1  l ; *  ( ' r . : l { . l r ' ; n  j $

N  Sr l t r  i  l l t ' t  t t ,  ' . r  i t :  i  t i  ( : r l  i r  t ' ; i t  L i i '  , , , 0 r r -

s l  r uu t  i r i t r .  
' l ' l r  

i . l  l ' r ; i l d  rT i t s  i . , * l  ( i $ l :  i l { :C t .
t  l t ' r " , r - r l r ' l '  t r " i t . l r  I  j r : i r v t i r  t " i : r  l i n r r i r l i : r  l t r r c l
l " , r j ' t  { - l l l l i t i j  ; u t r l  i t r  r r i r j i l l ' i t C l . i l u l  r r t L s
i r ; r ! i r ' t I  r t i t  l r  t l , _ , j i ' J ] r l  I ' i '  f l i t ' n i r t i ' $  i \ i l t l
i l u r l i t r - l i . , r ' 1 .  t | | l '  ; r  u1 i t * r r i  ! i u r : t t ' 1 .  $ i . i t . lC l r
q ' l  [ r t ' ; t i i " i , .  [ : u t i i  l : t r '  i : c L l l l , t l t  i y l * l I  j s

l ; l 1 T  \ \ - i l r t l . : r ' r '  l l t t i l  l ] t t ,  l l ; t t c  ! i t r r . ' l . t 1 . t  t r i
\ f  i  urn i  t : ' J .  l  r :  t  l rusc L ' ! t  j '$  t . l r *  * l r  iu t '
I r t r . r i l r " , . . is  {Jn l i l r  i l ! ; r r r } }  !1 ' : rs  . i to lk  r ' f t i$ -
I t rg .  l r , r r t i  l r i l r l l t i )  r \ . i t s  r l i l  i  t "e  p ign  tv .

" ' ; l l  t  lu  r 'o tn r t i ; r r rd , ' t ' l  g i  l l  uc ig* i l  ! i : . l t t l ' *E
,Lr l r i  r r  1r  l . i l  l r r , i  i r  i ; r l0t l t  l t :Hl  s\ \ ' * i )1^ ( . )1 ' r r t

i ' i i l t r ; t* i l ,  1T1' tn: i r rg l i r " lC l l : r :  lvrst . .

Trihrrne Man $pends a Day in 1
ru

fTc lvenl from C]anatJnr So fqw&o t]:tnce
to Colorirdo. .[le ryas a de*cl shot,
rnd lv i t i r  gun and i raps he u) i ldd
con$iderat : le  i l ] r lne l .  i  n  and at rou t
Windsor .  I Ie  is  knolvn h] 'spor lsnren
ul l  over  t t re  wu- , i  t r r rJ  rnarry  a  iover  o I
gun : rnd rod rn l ikes h is  l ron lc  lv i [ ! t  L l rc
o l r J  h u n t t . r  f o r : t  b r i e f  p c r t o d  * v e r I
l 'ear ,  for  [he ] iusFi  [a l i t1-  i tnd gnod
cl recr  c f  f lo te l  r l r  l la r . r is  is  knorvn far
a l r r i  r v ide .  W l r r r r  I i r .  I I u r r i s  l oca te r !
i r r  \ \ ' i n d s o r ,  r l u s k r t t .  n r i n k  a n d
i r ra te r  r ve r t  r " l u i t i l  p l t l n t i f u l  on  the
p l i r i ns  nnd  in  i t i t  f r _ ro [h i l i s ,

iri I -t...q* rli lrr: I Ial: rr trnri f;rrn i t5.
rnrrvcri  tr :  lYirr i isr-rr  ar ' :d tr* opr: l ;erJ lr
s ! rop wl r t : te  l t , '  i i id  g*nr . : :n l  b iac i ; -
snc i  r , l r ing anr i  t ' r :1r : r i r i r rg .  I  r r  . ls . { r i  , i  .
t l  .  Spir ing*l '  et i t t , rr-rr l  i  l l iO l . l i t r [surr jh i  p
rv i t l r  l r i r r i  a l r r i  r l r l .  i i r n t  o f  I J i t l r r r  . t
Sp l ' i u l { t r  s f  i l i  , , } : i i t i .  \ \ ' l r c l r  ( . ' o i ; i t . s  l i
\ \ ' l tur l  i r ' ; t r r l  s t . ; i  I  i  . . l l  l r r r : , i  l l r :s i  f  l i l ,  r t  i  l :  -

t . * r ' o f  I . c , ' i i  l t n r l  i - . i  ] 1 .  t t .  l , ; r ; , . i r r r r r . t ;
r - r t l - t : ' r ' r : d  i l r r : i l ' ( : r : r i  l { i f  i t I  r : l t i  t ;  ; r l l i  i r i t r
r , . l s i t l t : t l  i l r  1 \ ' i t r  r i : r - i : '  . s i r : u { , ,  t :S { : r . i l l . ; r r I :  i 1
I t r l  n : u r r l . l ] s  i r , ,  s p L l l t t  i r r  l . l a t { r : r  l r r r ( l
i l r  l ' ) * t ' : ' , : : t ' .  t r ; i  l ^ i * l  I l i t t  - t  ' ! ' r : i i r r r

l t t t ! l l  i r r ' l  c h . l r " t i i u i . " ' t r ' ! r e  ] l t ' L l i u r i i s t
I ' ) p i : i * t r l l l r l  r : l t : ; : , ' 1 ,  * n B  I r u i j i .  j : l  j s q , j .

. l t .  t i t : w  i t ; t . s  l l  r ) t r ' ' l r h c t ' s l t i p  u i  i : l r r ,  t i t l r
L l i r ,  l i * u .  L ; .  i "  i ! r ' r . i n l ; s ; r s  l r i l $ t r l l ' ,

l r r  l - l r { r s t  (1 i1  ! i ' , '  r i *1 . " r  t l r t '  i t t i t l ' i . : g [  T l r i  i

l ) { }S lo t l i t *  r v l s  5 , . "n ' l - i l r r . : r l - 3 ' .  l t  \ v ; t i  r ) ! '  r sL i ,
i * t ' i rLut j  i l :  I . r * r r  i r  1 \ ' .  TuJ l t " : r  ' . {  t i r  r rc l t  ; ls  i t ; I :o
I  tOnlt* ' '  t [ i  f  Cln lr rt  jr '$ r. l ;r*{" Of \ l ' i  i l {}sr-rt", {-]  *rrr}
l i r r  t  I  l l r '  * ' i  f , lzpt l i  : tck+.r i  f r - r r  l i  t t  n i l l r ' r .  1  i  l r r  r .nr r
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l ' i l * r+ t  1 \ r ' r ( . :  I i l *  t la l ' s  tv ] i c t r i  i t t t l l t t t ' l i c
i lc f i l t+ Of ulr i t , t r  u i : rs l l rur* i t t ,  f I 'c : l l t  [h*
l1 \  n r i ' s  I " i l i l r '  l ruu i ts  l t t t r l  f l l n t ' i '  1 r t ' i ( ' t ' s
pir i r i  t ' t t r '  $t-c i : fs,  g i ] ! \ 'E i t l ld cf t l Iu$ t f l i tE

in a i l*xrtul l la(i t :r; t i trtJ l l  t ' t t ixt. ) i lul} '
I  r l rnu  n t ld  " r r ;u l . f  f f  cs tup i l l l l '  j r t  I5S0,
'S1, ' r i  

anC 
' .c- l  

I l : i i r " l  gorrr l  r r r r t t l r - ] : i  iOr

;{ i r11r\ t . } . l i  l lg t l ' l i r t  i ra* }{ol l t  g l i ru1l1 'JI-

i t r i l  i tn i l  th is wf io lesale r t ; f . rbr" :13' .  cal ted
ir*s i l ress.  f r - \ " . t rerJ thc l : l t toci  l r f  l r i l .

t ' i rass  rx ' i xs  l ) l ' . ' t r t  i I t r l .  a l . so  r t 'a tc r ,  f t t l '

I l i r '  r v i t ' , i  f l ' t ]L l *  \ \ ' { l . s i  l lC I [  sS s [ rOt tu l .v  i t t

: r i d t : u r *  i i $  n g r r . .  r t r : r l  t l i t  h n i l d i n f  O f
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About the Author 
 
 
Dr. Steven Fancy lives in Windsor, Colorado and has an interest in history and genealogy. He 
became interested in the history of the Halfway House and Jacoby Farmhouse while he and his 
wife Ginger were helping her mother, Margaret Babcock, take care of the property. He has a 
Ph.D. in Wildlife Biology and spent most of his career doing research on caribou, grizzly bears 
and wolves in arctic Alaska, and then endangered birds in Hawaii and Micronesia. He now leads 
a science program for the National Park Service that monitors the condition of natural resources 
in all of the U.S. national parks. 

 55


	8.12.2020 HPC AGENDA
	AGENDA

	Item C.1 C.2.a - Memo - Halfway House Designation
	MEMORANDUM
	Date:  August 12, 2020
	To:  Historic Preservation Commission
	From:  Paul Hornbeck, Senior Planner
	Re: Public Hearing and Recommendation to Town Board – Designation of the Halfway House – 33327 WCR 15– as a Historic Landmark
	Items #: C.1 - C.2
	Background / Discussion
	Criteria for Designation:
	Notifications
	Recommendation
	Attachments

	Item C.1 C.2.b - Application
	Item C.1 C.2.c - Halfway House History
	Appendix 2. Photographs and Historical Documents………
	Appendix 3. Genealogy of the Hilton, Weller, Dick
	Appendix 4. Construction Details of the Halfway H
	Appendix 5. Historical Newspaper Articles……………………………..………… 
	Executive Summary
	John Hilton - The Builder and First Occupant
	Julius Weller - Homesteader and First Legal Owner
	Robert S. Dickey and Family
	Jake Jacoby and Family
	References
	Halfway_House_About_the_Author.pdf
	About the Author



