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DID YOU KNOW?

Go with the Flow

The Town of Windsor has two main waterways that
travel across our community and serve as important
locations for outdoor public recreation?
The #2 Ditch is an irrigation ditch that feeds into
Windsor Lake. While recreational use of the ditch
itself is not permitted, there is a paved trail that runs
alongside it. The #2 Ditch Trail extends from 17th
St. between Jacoby Rd. and Highway 392 to the
Windsor Lake Trail. This scenic trail provides a safe
space for walking and biking and only crosses three
major thoroughfares. A connection between the #2
Ditch Trail and the Poudre River Trail is being considered for 2020 and, if approved by the Town Board,
would take the trail from 17th St. heading west to the Poudre River Trail by way of Kyger Reservoir. For more
information about the #2 Ditch, visit windsorgov.com/parks.
Because the #2 Ditch is an irrigation ditch that flows into Windsor Lake and beyond, it’s important that
residents who live along the ditch avoid dumping organic material such as grass clippings and leaves into
or around the water. When organic matter added to the waterway decomposes, it contributes to algae
blooms such as the one Windsor Lake experienced in late July, early August.
The Poudre River Trail is another important trail that allows access to the section of the river corridor
between WIndsor and Greeley. The Windsor section of the trail is a wide paved path with gentle grades
that is away from road noise and busy intersections with four major trailheads: River Bluffs Open Space,
Frank State Wildlife Viewing Area, Eastman Park and Kodak Watchable Wildlife Area. For more information
about recreational opportunities tied to the Poudre River Trail, visit poudretrail.org.
Windsor’s stormwater system feeds into the Cache la Poudre River; when debris, fertilizers, and pollution
find their way onto a street curb and gutter, it ultimately gets carried untreated into the river, impacting this
important Colorado water resource. To help combat stormwater pollution, it’s important to always pick up
after your pet, avoid over-fertilizing and over-watering lawns, and never dump waste or lawn clippings near
or on the street.
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WINDSOR LAKE

BEFORE AFTER
Windsor Lake briefly
BEFORE
suffered from the
appearance of bluegreen algae this summer.
Several factors, including
high temperatures and
nutrients combined
to create the perfect
AFTER
conditions for blue-green
algae to grow. Once
conditions improved,
however, the algae
dissipated and the lake is
clean once again.

Stormwater and
MS4 Explained
There are several programs in place to help preserve the cleanliness of Colorado’s water resources, one
of which is known as a Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4). An MS4 is a municipally-owned
system that discharges stormwater into a local waterbody and is not part of a sewage treatment plant.
This means that the pollutants entering the storm sewers do not go through any treatment. It is separate
from a sanitary sewer, so all stormwater eventually ends up back in our rivers and lakes, along with any
pollutants it may have picked up on its journey.
Pollutants from stormwater entering our waterways can cause a wide array of negative environmental
impacts. Some of these dangers include the destruction of aquatic habitats, the spread of bacteria
and other pathogens, the clogging of pipes and drains—which increases the risk of flooding—and the
introduction of garbage, sediment, or other debris into the water, harming or killing forms of aquatic life.
Per state regulations, the Town of Windsor is in the process of implementing programs to help control
the amount of pollution that enters the stormwater system. There are six control measures that the town
is working to meet: public education and outreach, public participation and involvement, detection
and elimination of pollution introduced into our stormwater system, construction site stormwater runoff
control, post-construction stormwater management, and pollution prevention and good housekeeping
for municipal operations.
Because stormwater enters our waterways without treatment, it is vitally important to minimize pollutants.
By eliminating the sources of these pollutants, such as proper removal of debris from drains or by reducing
the amount of material collected by stormwater runoff, we can all help to ensure clean waterways, not just
in our community, but across the state and country as well. If everyone does their part, we can help keep
water clean for generations to come.

MEET JANINE HEGEMAN
Stormwater Program Coordinator, Town of Windsor
In 2017, the Town of Windsor received its stormwater discharge permit
from the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment.
The permit allows the Windsor to discharge the cleanest stormwater
possible from its storm sewer system to the Cache la Poudre River.
Hegeman joined the Town of Windsor in 2018 and has been tasked
with building Windsor’s Stormwater Program, which includes collecting
and reporting information about the stormwater system to the state
and building public awareness about the town’s stormwater program to
better protect Windsor’s waterways.
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As water from outdoor sources—such as rain runoff, sprinklers, and hoses—travels toward
stormwater drains, it can sweep up contaminants along the way. Everything from fertilizer
to oil can move along with the water and end up in the Poudre River, causing harm to our
waterways. Follow these tips to help keep our water clean.
Grass clippings or excessive
fertilizer can both contribute
to algae growth. Mowing
your lawn once and dumping
the clippings where they can
end up in a storm drain can
contribute to as much as 100
pounds of algae.

Fallen leaves can
clog storm drains and
potentially cause local
flooding. Leaves also
account for as much as
56% of phosphorus
in stormwater.

Dog waste that is left behind can
contribute to high levels of nutrients
in the water, which promotes algae
growth. Up to 390 million pounds of
dog poop can wash into waterways
every year. Always pick up after your
dog—even in your own yard!

One of the biggest problems with stormwater runoff is nutrient loading—the amount of
nitrogen and phosphorus waste added by humans to local waterways. Algae and aquatic
plants use these nutrients, along with sunlight and warm temperatures, to grow. High
amounts of nutrients in the water can accelerate algae and plant growth, which clogs
waterways, promotes the growth of dangerous bacteria, and harms fish.

AUTO SHOP

Instead of washing
your car in the
driveway, wash your
car at a commercial
car wash. Soap and
grime can run down
driveways and into
storm drains.

Do your part by collecting yard waste, cleaning up after your dog, and washing your
car at a car wash. These small steps can help reduce the amount of organic waste and
nutrients that enter nearby rivers and streams.
Limiting the amount of material and debris washed into storm drains can lessen
excessive nutrient loading in our waterways. Lower levels of nutrients mean less algae
and better water quality, which helps everyone.
Sources: Colorado Stormwater Council, EPA

Be the Solution to Stormwater Pollution

Water from storm drains head
directly into waterways such
as rivers and streams, carrying
pollutants and material along
the way. These hitchhikers,
with the right weather
conditions, can fuel harmful
algae blooms.
Algae blooms don't just make a water
body stink or look gross. Certain types
of algae—namely cyanobacteria—can
be toxic to humans and pets. Algae
blooms can also decrease the amount
of oxygen in the water, killing fish and
other aquatic wildlife.

Auto repair shops and gas
stations can help reduce
stormwater pollution by
following these steps:
• Regularly maintain an
oil/water separator
• Discourage "topping
off" fuel tanks
• Install spill kits
• Use drip pans under
any leaking vehicles
• Properly dispose of
greasy rags, oil filters,
or other contaminated
items
• Don't wash parts or
equipment outside
• Don't hose down
concrete surfaces
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Join Mayor Kristie Melendez
over free coffee and a taste of
something sweet to discuss your
questions, concerns or ideas.

Thursday, Sept. 26
7-9 p.m.

WITH MAYOR KRISTIE

The Fireside Room at Pelican Lakes,
1600 Pelican Lakes Point

Prost! Join us as we embrace our German
heritage with fun music, great food, and
of course, great beer! Boardwalk Park will
be a hub of activities for the whole family.

Saturday, September 21
Boardwalk Park
1-7 p.m.
windsorgov.com/Oktoberfest
All ages welcome. Must be 21+ to enjoy alcoholic beverages.

For more information about the town's stormwater program, visit windsorgov.com/Stormwater.

CONTACT US!
Windsor Town Hall
970-674-2400
Police Department
Non-Emergency Dispatch
970-674-6400 Option 1
Emergency
9-1-1
Community Recreation Center
970-674-3500

EVERY SATURDAY 9AM - 1PM
June 22 - September 28
Boardwalk Park

970-674-3500
windsorgov.com/FarmersMarket

